
 
 

 
 

Olympics, Country Music and Railways.   
Walter Pfefferle CRO Staff 

 

Maybe those three things don’t go together when you first look at them but the three of them are 

the reason Railfest 2010 took place August 27
th

 and 28
th

 just outside of Cookstown Ontario. 

 

Jim Murray had been involved in marketing and planning for the Olympics but those 

responsibilities had ended and he was now 

looking for a new challenge. 

The year was 1999 and Jim was wandering the 

CN Tower when he stumbled upon the John 

Street Roundhouse and could not believe his 

eyes. He was like a kid in toy store and 

immediately knew he had to do something to 

help preserve these railway treasures that were 

rusting away. Here we see Jim and a volunteer 

manning the ticket booth 

 

He put together a marketing and financial plan 

and presented it to the city on how to turn 

these pieces of history into something they 

would be proud of. He came up with the idea of raising capital by having some live concerts at 

the Roundhouse but the city of Toronto kept coming up with excuses why that space could not 

be used. He then thought about holding small concerts at railway museums and tourist railways 

then having a huge concert at the Roundhouse and bringing all those groups together. There were 

many setbacks and not much support but Jim thought he had finally found a starting point when 

the City of Barrie came on board. Barrie backed out at the last minute leaving the event without a 



home until the KOA in Cookstown stepped in and offered space in 2009. The Railway Country 

and Bluegrass Festival Railfest was born. 

 

 

Many songs have been written and sung  about railways by Gordon Light Foot and Merle 

Haggard to name a few showing Country Music and Railway have always been linked together 

 

This year was the Second Annual KOA Railway Country and Bluegrass Festival and attendance 

was up over last year. 

 

Railway vendors and organization are 

slowing coming online and the vision of one 

man to tie Country and Railways together is 

now a reality. 

 

Special thanks to Jim Murray and Karen May 

who was running around most of the time I was 

there keeping things running smooth 

 

This year’s event was headlined by Jason McCoy along with many other top country and 

bluegrass performers. 

 

Ontario Rail Foundation was well represented with a large display of railway equipment and 

information on how you can get involved. 



Here we see Jim Brown and Brian Davis in front of the velocipede. 

 

Canadian Model Trains was also there with their trailer and 

Tom Tomblin in attendance. 

 

There were many other things to see and do. The Shriners 

were there with their train set and Paul was nice enough to 

show me inside. 

 

Canadian Railways Observations van was there 

and answered questions about our newsletter 

The event was well attended and will grow as it 

becomes established. 

 

Events like this that combine music and railway 

retailers and organizations are a natural fit and 

offer more than just music but a family 

environment. The KOA campground offered 

special rates if you were attending the festival. 

 

Events like this are successful due to the 

volunteers that give of their time. 

Here we see Cathy and Carolann (left) and Shelly and Jessica (right) working at some of the 

booths. 



Here are some other photos of the event. 

          

A good time was had by all and next years event is all ready being planned. 

If you want to be part of the event please contact any of the people below 

 


