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Railway lines are being ripped up in Canada and along with them the bridges that are part 

of our history are also being demolished and gone forever. 

 

Now that the Canada Southern Railway line is now nothing more than a memory, the 

future of the Kettle Creek Bridge is up for discussion. 

 

The Architectural Conservancy of Ontario (ACO) held a meeting a the Canada Southern 

Station in St Thomas to obtain input on what direction they should take in regard to the 

Kettle Creek Bridge. The bridge is now owned by a developer and he has had a number 

of offers to salvage the steel from the bridge. He has offered the bridge and the land 

under it to the city but the city would be required to buy access land on either side of the 

bridge. 

 

 
 

The present bridge was built in 1929 and is a massive concrete and steel landmark that is 

one of the few in the country that is double track width. This extra width would allow for 

many possibilities that would not be available with a single track structure. 

 

There has been a bridge in this spot since 1871 when the first wooden bridge was built 

which was replaced by a steel bridge in 1883. 

 

The Trans Canada Trails organization is available to provide engineering studies, funding 

and promotions if the city decides to make it part of their trails plan and take over the 

bridge. 

 



The ACO also plans to make a presentation to St Thomas city council outlining the 

following: 

1. Show the city council the bridge has value to the city. 

2. Promote the bridge as a tourist attraction. 

3. Recommend that the city takes over the bridge. 

4. Organize groups to partner with the city to develop the bridge and connecting 

trails. 

 

Bridges are part of a community and can be given new life and live on as an integral part 

of the community but only if the community acts before they are just a memory. 

 

Many communities have seen the value of their bridges and made them part of their 

community and turned them into an asset. 

 

St Marys and Goderich Ontario are just a couple of cities that have taken over railway 

bridges and successfully turned them into tourists attractions as well as added to their  

trails network.  

 

Here is a photo of the Canadian Pacific Bridge in Goderich that spans the Maitland River 

and is part of the Goderich to Auburn Railtrail. 

 



 

Paisley Ontario has saved not one but two bridges and added them to their trail system 

giving them an instant tourist attraction that will bring tourists and dollars to their 

community. Here are photos before they were taken over and made into rail trails. 

 

 
 

 
 



Chesley Ontario has also saved their trestle.  It is now part of their trail system and a 

tourist stop. 

 

 

 
 

 



Once the bridge is gone, it is gone forever and would cost millions to replace. 

Towns and cities must act quickly to preserve these resources. 

 

St Thomas would be very short sighted to allow this historic treasure to be demolished 

and loose a golden opportunity to make St Thomas a “destination” for tourists 

 

Get involved and write and talk to the city council members. An election is only weeks 

away so make those in office and those running for office state their position on the 

bridge and vote for those that support the bridge. 

 

The North American Railway Hall of Fame have show what can be done as can be seen 

by the conversion of the Canada Southern station from an eyesore to a historic treasure. 

 

Become part of the solution and get involved before it is too late and the cranes and 

cutting torches show up one morning and it will be too late. 
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