
 

 
 

CN’s GP40-2LW’s and GP40-2W’s  
 

(By Mark Forseille). 
 
One of my favorite Four Axle units would have to be  CN’s GP40-2’s with the 
comfort cabs.  I’d see them mostly on intermodal tr ains back in the late 
80’s.  Newer power would bump them off those faster  high priority trains.  
Their large numbers would dwindle down over the yea rs.  It’s time that we 
look back at one of CN’s four axle workhorses. 
 
It should be noted that official designations for t hese units are GP40-2L 
and GP40-2, both equipped with the Canadian comfort  cab. The “W” is 
largely a railfan designation to differentiate betw een these wide-nose units 
and those equipped with the standard EMD cabs. For simplicity’s sake, 
they will be referred to as GP40-2LW and GP40-2W. 
 
Due to the comfort cab adding weight to the overall  locomotive, the GP40-
2LW’s would differ by having a lighter, taller fram e to allow use of the 3000 
gallon (imperial) fuel tank. This resulted in them riding two inches higher 
than the GP40-2W, which is notable when the two are  seen together on a 
train, as well as the taller jacking pads.  The GP4 0-2W’s have the standard 
frame and a smaller 2300 gallon (imperial) fuel tan k.  All were initially 



delivered without the intake snowshields behind the  cab and without 
dynamic brakes, and classified as CN GF-430a to g u nits. 
 
The first three orders would all be for the GP40-2L W model, and CN started 
to take delivery of these units during March 1974.  A total of 91 (#9400 to 
#9490) were delivered by September 1974. Part of th is batch was delivered 
with higher speed gearing. Then a second batch of 4 0 more (#9491 to 
#9530) were delivered between September and Novembe r 1974, and the last 
order of 102 more (#9531 to #9632) were delivered b etween February and 
October 1975. CN would eventually have a total of 2 33 GP40-2LW’s on their 
locomotive roster. 
 
CN would receive 35 of the GP40-2W’s between March and May of 1976.   
Their numbers being #9633 to #9667.  CN would acqui re ten more GP40-
2W’s from GO Transit in 1991.  The only other buyer  of this model, the GO 
units were used in commuter service around the Toro nto area and 
numbered #700 to #710. All excluding #703 (which wa s sold to Tri-Rail) 
were sold to CN and would be renumbered #9668 to #9 677.  This would 
bring the total of CN GP40-2W’s to 45 and the grand  total for the two 
models to 278, giving CN all the GP40-2W’s built ex cept one.  
 
Remaining Units  
 
Earl Roberts (from The Canadian Trackside Guide) ju st informed me that 
there are currently 53 remaining of the 268 built n ew for CN and six more 
from GO Transit left in service for a total of 59. 
Fifty-one are GP40-2LW’s and just eight are GP40-2W ’s that remain. 
 
The remaining locomotive numbers still in service o n CN are:  
9402, 10, 11, 16, 18, 24, 27, 33, 37, 49, 50, 52, 54, 55, 60, 61, 68, 73, 82, 86.  
9513, 16, 23, 24, 25, 27, 30, 31, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 47, 49, 51, 55, 66, 67, 74, 76, 
79, 81, 84, 90, 91, 92. 
9601, 15, 18, 26, 39, 66, and 9671, 72, 73, 75, 76 and 77, which are ex-GO. 
 
Here are some photos of CN GP40-2LW’s and GP40-2W’s .  
(All photos by Mark Forseille unless noted otherwis e). 



 
 
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/2010/07/ gp40part1.htm  
 
CN 9421 at Boston Bar, BC in June 1993  
CN 9495 in the CN North America paint scheme at Bos ton Bar, BC in 
August 1994 
CN 9550 also in the CNNA scheme at Port Mann in Sur rey, BC October 7, 
1996. 
CN 9558 also in the CNNA scheme at Boston Bar, BC i n May 1996. 
 
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/2010/07/ gp40part2.htm  
 
CN 9428 at Port Mann in Surrey, BC on January 28, 1 998. 
CN 9459 at North Vancouver, BC on February 27, 1998 . 
CN 9427 at CP’s yard in Port Coquitlam, BC on May 1 0, 2005. 
CN 9547 also at Port Coquitlam, BC on January 18, 2 009. 
 
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/2010/07/ gp40part3.htm  
 
CN 9493 at Port Coquitlam, BC on March 27, 2007 
CN 9555 at Port Coquitlam, BC on December 8, 2007 
 
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/2010/07/ gp40part4.htm  
 



 
 
CN 9446 at Boston Bar, BC on August 1, 1994 by Dean e Motis 
CN 9450 at Port Mann/Surrey, BC on September 15, 19 93 by Deane Motis.  
CN 9510 at Brockville, Ont in 1980 by Oliver McKee 
CN 9559 at Brockville, Ont in 1983 by Oliver McKee 
 
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/2010/07/ gp40part6.htm  
 
CN 9473 at Smithers, BC on July 11, 1982 by Claude Prutton. 
CN 9548 at Port Mann/Surrey, BC on July 9, 1994 by Claude Prutton. 
CN 9577 at Port Mann/Surrey, BC on October 22, 1988  by Claude Prutton. 
CN 9586 at Port Mann/Surrey, BC on January 5, 1991 by Claude Prutton. 
CN 9603 at Port Mann/Surrey, BC on February 13, 198 8 by Claude Prutton. 
CN 9617 at Smithers, BC on July 11, 1982 by Claude Prutton. 
CN 9637 at Port Mann/Surrey, BC on October 12, 1980  by Claude Prutton. 
CN 9645 at Prince George, BC on July 13, 1985 by Cl aude Prutton. 
 
Second Lives  
 
The majority of former CN GP40-2LW’s and GP40-2W’s found new homes 
on other railways after their time on the CN. Many were sold to Alstom, 
Helm and Progress Rail for rebuilding, leasing or r esale. 
 
A number were rebuilt for the Massachusetts Bay Tra nsportation Authority, 
receiving modified cabs, flared radiators and HEP. Kansas City Southern 
acquired around 20 units, and some were recently re built as GP22ECO 



units by EMD. Guilford Rail System rosters 20, with  a few repainted into the 
sharp Pan-Am paint scheme. Aberdeen, Carolina and W estern operates half 
a dozen GP40-2W’s painted in their attractive white  and green livery. 
 
Five of these units that ended up being purchased f rom the CN by Alstom 
were resold to The Great Canadian Railtour Company Ltd in 2001, or as we 
see named on the locos, Rocky Mountaineer Railtours . 
The five RMR units #8011 to #8015 were formerly CN 9595, 9562, 9621, 9633, 
and 9635 respectively. 
 

 
 
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/2010/07/ gp40part5.htm  
 
RMR 8014 is WB coming off Anderson River Bridge at MP 2.0 of CN’s Yale 
Sub on May 31, 2006.  RMR 8013 & 8016 are crossing the Thompson River 
at Lytton, BC on September 11, 2009.  The 8013 has markings on the front 
sides of the cab “Pride of Quesnel” which is a City  between Williams Lake 
and Prince George, BC on the old BC Rail.  RMR 8011  is at the VIA station 
in Vancouver, BC on October 12, 2002.   The 8011 li ke the 8013 has 
markings “Pride of Kamloops”.  Kamloops is the midw ay point for all trains 
travelling to and from Vancouver and either to or f rom Jasper or Banff. 
RMR 8013 this time also at the VIA station in Vanco uver, BC on June 1, 
2002. 
 



Special Thanks to :  Earl Roberts, Deane Motis, Claude Prutton, Olive r 
McKee, Bruce Chapman, Daniel Dell’Unto and Walter P fefferle for their 
assistance with data, photos and other info for thi s article.  
  


