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CANADIAN NATIONAL

Motive Power News: 

CN ex-BNSF C40-8W roundup: 

Wearing full CN Livery with their paint shop, and new releases:

2099 - Centralia 

2135 - Centralia

2136 - Centralia 

2138 - Centralia 

2139 - Centralia

2141 - Woodcrest

2144 - Centralia 

2145 - Centralia 

2146 - Centralia 

2147 - Woodcrest 

2148 - Woodcrest

2149 - Centralia 

2151 - Centralia

2152 - Woodcrest 

2153 - Centralia

2154 - SEPTEMBER WOODCREST
2155 - Centralia

2156 - Centralia

2157 - Centralia

2159 - Centralia

2161 - Centralia 

2162 - Metro East Industries

2163 - Centralia

2164 - Woodcrest 

2165 - NRE - Dixmoor

2167 - Quality Rail 

2169 - Centralia

2170 - Metro East Industries

2178 - SEPTEMBER CENTRALIA 
2181 - SEPTEMBER CENTRALIA

2188 - Centralia

2191 - Quality Rail 

2194 - Woodcrest

2196 - SEPTEMBER CENTRALIA 

2197 - Centralia
There were four new CN 2100-series repainted at Centralia Shop in September 2178, 2181, 2196, and 2154 at Woodcrest.  As well, ex-BNSF 847 and 865 were being prepped for repaint at the shop. Painted but incomplete, 2196 is destined to Quality Rail for finishing, and on September 24th Mark Mautner photographed her in transit at TRRA Madison missing number boards lights etc. Three ex-BNSF C40-8W’s are at Quality Rail for repaint into CN livery, CN 2176, 2177 and 2193.    

PHOTO 2196

September 15th George Redmond caught freshly painted (but incomplete) CN 2154 on southbound CN train M336 with CN 8876, IC 1028, and dead-in-tow  CN 2154, ex-GTW 5947, and ex-GTW 5939 departing Centralia, IL. 

Photo 2154
September 13th George Redmond clicked CN C40-8 2101 leading a northbound manifest train thru Centralia IL.  This locomotive sat stored around the Centralia Turntable for many months waiting on a replacement generator.


cn2101gr
George noted CN 2178 (an unfinished Woodcrest repaint), and soon to get repainted ex-BNSF 865 and 847 at the CN engine facility in Centralia on September 27th. 

bnsfgr

Glen Mounk clicked CN 2149 trailing on #343 with a long 175 car train. The 11,596 foot long train is seen getting longer, picking up grain cars previously dropped off by 437 on August 29th. This ex-BNSF C40-8W was painted at Centralia only couple of months ago. 

cn2149gm

 Trace locations of CN 2098-2199:

 (CN ex-UP C40-8, ex-BNSF C40-8W) 

Report compiled by Joe Ferguson (with thanks): 

On August 20th Wayne Shaw caught “hunchbacked” CN ES44AC 2263 in charge of CN A45131 20 has just made its early morning drop at Huntsville and will now return to pick up the rest of its train before continuing on to North Bay. The modified long hood houses emissions testing equipment.

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=372932.

Chris Gertz caught Train 331 on September 13th with BC Rail C40-8M 4643 leading through Paris Junction, Ontario, and apposing Train 330 with IC SD70 1015 leading at the same location.
Pariscg

George Redmond captured this scene of CN 2531 leading SB train M336 under two CN trucks at Centraila, as NS 2670 leading EB train 111 pulls up along side. 

cn2351gr

George also photographed the following units at Centralia, IL, September 13th: CN C40-8W 2145 is the 2nd unit of stopped NS train 436 which has just arrived with CN 5651, 2145, and 5695.  The CN crew is about to board and take the same coal train SB over CN trackage.    

cn210145gr

Trevor Wiley clicked CN at Aldershot (Burlington, Ontario) on July 31st with C44-9W 2684 leading train 422. 

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=375281&nseq=17

CN NEWS:

CN is considering to abandon part of the Intercolonial Route and discontinue service from Moncton to Miramichi in New Brunswick.  This decision is related to the scheduled closure of the large mine on the Nippisiquit Sub, and almost all the pulp mills along this line have shut down.  As well CN is saying the line is in need of upgrading, and had to impose long standing temporary track speed limits.  Rather than continue to spend money on the former Intercolonial route, CN would prefer to upgrade the former National Transcontinental line through Edmundston, NB which has several large trestle bridges.  However, this will leave the province with only one CN line, the last one remaining, including for use by Via Rail, should the line from Moncton through northern New Brunswick be eliminated. CN is currently assessing the need for the northern line.  It might seem logical that the faster, shorter line which is in better physical condition would be the better option for rail passengers and freight customers alike. However, as Marcus Garnet, president of Transport

Action Atlantic, explains, that would leave no rail service at all between Moncton and the north shore - for passengers or freight
Michael Da Costa clicked IC E9 101 sitting out in front of the shops at CN's MacMillan Yard “Family Day”, September 18th.

ic101md

On September 9th Mike Garza noted a CN memorial train at Woodcrest with CN 8911, IC E9 100 and three business cars prepared for the 10th anniversary of the 9-11 attacks.  

The same day Mike spotted SOO Gp38-2’s 4414 and 4515 waiting for their move to Progress Rail in Mayfield KY, while EJE 668 worked CN Markham Yard just across from the Homewood, Illinois METRA commuter depot.
September 24th Jesse Acorn spotted damaged CN SD40-2W 5251 at Walker Yard, in Edmonton, AB.  This unit is believed to be one of the units involved in a level crossing collision with a semi truck at Villeneuve, AB on Sept 18th on the Sangudo Sub between Edmonton and Kaybob AB. 
Andy Cassidy was up in Yale, BC September 4th, and clicked this Powder River Coal train destined to Prince Rupert.  CN 8850 (SD70M-2) leading two BNSF units 9149 (SD70ACe) and 5967 (ES44AC), and  CN 2304 (ES44DC) pushing on the rear. This is the only leg of CP trackage he'll run on, transferring back to CN at Kamloops, BC. 

bnsfcoalac 

An impressive sight for all our Full Cowl lovers, on September 2oth Andy Cassidy caught a CN Transfer with five SD60F's moving a train of empty grain hoppers back to Thorton Yard.  CN 5526-5540-5508-5521-5533 are passing the BNSF station in New Westminster, BC with   BNSF Van 12548 on the service track as a Skytrain zips overhead on its guide-way.  
CN VIGNETTES: 

Kevin Andrusia took these steaming shots of CNR #6060 4-8-2 Mountain type “The Spirit of Alberta” operating over the Alberta Prairie Railway at Big Valley, AB August 13th, 2011. 

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=373060 
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=373059 

While 4-8-2 Bullet Nose Betty #6060 is better known, CNR had another Excursion locomotive in CNR 6218, a 4-8-4 Northern type painted black with elephant ears. Phil Mason submitted these photos of #6218 in excursion service back in the day. 

6218philmason

Bill Thomson took these shots at Macmillan Yard 40-years ago!  CN SD40 5022, C630M 2033 and GMD1 1917 await their next assignment in Toronto all sporting the large noodle livery.  
Macyardbillthomson
On January 1st, 2004, avid Baer photographed CQPA GMD1u 1155 at the old Youngstown and Southern Shop in Negley, OH.  The CQPA had a pair of GMD1u's for use on the old Y&S, the 1155 and the 1157.  Both came from parent D&R and were used by the CQPA from 2000 to 2004.  In 2005, the units were returned to parent D&R.  

This roster shot of CQPA GMD1 1157 was taken by David in Sept. 2000 in Darlington, PA, just after the CQPA returned service to the south end of the old Y&S,  The 1157 has just been repainted and relettered for the return to service to Darlington.
gmddavidbaer  

CANADIAN PACIFIC
MOTIVE POWER NEWS

Brand new GE-built CP ES44AC's 8900-8902 were moved up to Toronto  on CP train 255 September 5th, lead by CP 9604, SOO 6047, with CP 8901, 8902, and 8900 trailing.  James A. Brown caught two on their first assignement CP 8901 (with 9724) and 8902 as mid-DPU on train No 111,at Palgrave ON, September 8th.
On September 10th at Etobicoke Michael Sbrocchi clicked a spectacular eight engine lash-up lead CP 248 eastbound from Windsor: CP 9585, CP 8900, CP 6072, CP 9012, DME 6069 "City of Miller", ICE 6422 "City of Columbus Junction", DME 6088 & CP 5963.

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=374763&nseq=75

Then on September 11th Greg Sherwood caught the units at Revelstoke, BC, following their cross Canada trek. 
http://greshe3.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2723440

On September 14th Jim Dorst clicked CP 8900 on her maiden voyage across Canada leading train 111 over the Mountain Sub at Golden, BC

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=375091

Two brand new GEVO’s arrived in Canada the next day, CP ES44AC 8903 and and 8904 were outside the shop at Toronto Yard September 12th at midnight.  Brian Switzer caught the pair on train 255 September 12th x-Welland Yard, north of the US border.   On September 15th CP 8907 arrived at Toronto on Train 255, and 8905 and 8906 arrived the next day.   All are in service west of Toronto.  On September 20th 8911, and 8912 were noted on the test track at GE, in Erie, PA. 
Most notable changes on CP’s newest ES44AC’s  - all firsts for CP: 

(by Tim Organ)

1. BNSF / EMD Cab windows

2. High mounted number boards

3. Front Cab door now on engineer's side of the nose.

4. UP style external cab door lock.

As shown on UP 7360 - mounted just below the bottom of the nose headlight -

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=358560&nseq=204

5. UP / American style of blue flag mounting loops on engineers cab side.

As shown here on UP 1996 -

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=258801&nseq=415
6. Number board lights and the centre cab light are LED

(all other interior and steps lights etc - old school.)

7. The connection is there for the "ECP" - left side of coupler

Shown here on the right side of the coupler on CP 8896 -

http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=1042797

8. NO long hood ditch lights - the mounts are there with a sticker that says"no light" and, it's hard to see the location in the window of the silence witness camera.

http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2719656

9. ECP brake connection. (Power hand brake)

10. Engineer and conductor's seat - look like they came out of a us nuclear sub.

11. Revised computer screens with bigger fonts and some movement of the on screen information.
For GEVO comparison, here is a good example of the previous CP ES44AC model.  (Trever Wiley) 
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=375212&nseq=0

John Leeming caught brand new CP ES44AC 8902 East (110-13) at Mile 113-6 on the Shuswap Sub, British Columbia Sept 13th  with sister 8901 mid-train DPU on the EB stack train. 

cp8902jl
On September 28th, Rob Gearns caught CP ES44AC 8914, 8915, 8910 and 8911 eastbound in the mainline siding in Trenton, Ontario.  Destined to Montreal, this marks the first time these new 8900-series GEVO’s have been to St-Luc Diesel Shop.   At press time CP 8900-8915 were all on the property. 
CP leased locomotives on the property in September: 

CEFX (AC4400CW) 1002, 1006, 1007, 1014, 1018-1020, 1023, 1024, 1026-1059.

CEFX (SD40-2) 2786, 2791, 2797, 2802, 2803, 3105, 3109, 3112, 3120, 3121, 3127, 3128, 3130, 3133, 3137, 3139, 3143, 3145, 3148, 3149, 3151, 3155, 3163, 3164, 3166, 3168, 3172, 3173, 3175, 3176, 3181, 3182, 3183, 3184, and 3188. 

CITX (SD40-2) 2785, 2790, 2792, 2794, 2796, 2799, 2804, 3008, 3024, 3026, 3032, 3035, 3036, 3053-3067, 3070, 3071, 3073, 3074, 3075, 3077-3083, 3086, 3088-3092, 3095, 3097-3102, 3110,3157, 3170, 3177. 

NREX (SD40-2) 4403, 5542, 5581, 5661, 5777, 5823, 6301, 6309, 7003, 7212, 7223, 7237, 7246, 7275, 7287, 7349, 7356, 7360, 7370, 7374, 7931, 8092, 8096, 8099, 8401.

HLCX (SD40-2): 6206, 6299, 6340, 6341, 6844, 7003, 7008, 7009, 7161, 7191, 7193, 7205, 7230, 7231, 7233, 8033, 8085, 8089, 8139, 8163,

8176, and JFDX 8045.

Nathan Dahms submitted this sharp shot of CP train #643 (CP SD40-2 5908/ICE SD40-2 6403) approaching Wyocena East, WI on 8/27/11. You can see the brakeman in the cab. 

Cp5908nd

On September 8th, Steve Nordahl clicked a multi-coloured lash-up with CP and leased power laying over in Norfolk Southern's River Yard in Bethlehem, PA.  The now silenced Bethlehem Steel Furnaces stand guard in the background. This motive power included CP ES44AC #8749, CEFX SD40-2 "Bluebird" #3176, DME (EX CP) SD40-2 #6087, HLCX (EX BN) SD40-2 #8139, and DME (EX CP) SD40-2 #6072. (Shot using a Nikon D90 with a 70-300mm f/4.5-5.6 Nikkor lens). 

Cpcolourssn


The eight SOO SD60’s to be overhauled and repainted will be renumbered into the new CP 6200-series.  To date only five are at CAD: 6025, 6040, 6041, 6050 and SD60M 6060.  Whether the entire fleet is overhauled or not, it is likely CP would renumber all of the SOO SD60/SD60M’s from the 6000-series to the CP 6200-series, thereby eliminating duplication with the CP (SD40-2) 6000-series.

At LaCrosse, Wisconsin on September 10th, Denis Weber clicked this pure SOO LINE consist on train 283 with SOO-6038-6047-6048. 

http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2721395

CP has plans to renumber several of their locomotive series for 2012.  Most notably the SOO LINE locomotives, the oldest of which were delivered in the late 1970’s, and most of the DM&E and IC&E units.

With most cases the locomotives will retain the last two digits of its current road number. The proposed renumbering is as follows but has yet to be approved or implemented: 


GP7u/GP9u (CP 1501-1697) to CP 2200-2334
GP9u (CP/STLH 8200-8252) to CP 2335-2383
GP9u (CP 8263-8270, four units) to CP 2384-2387
SD60/SD60M  (SOO 6021-6062) to CP 6221-6262
GP38/GP38-2 (DME 3800-3835 nine units) to CP 3200-3235
SD40-2 (DME 6200, 6201) to CP 6100, 6101
SD40-2 (DME 6359-6370) to CP 6102-6112
SD40-2 (DME 6050-6097) to CP 6150-6197
(We have no confirmation on renumbering the ICE locomotive roster)

SD40-2 (ICE 6100-6102) to CP (unknown numbers) 
SD40-2 (ICE 6400-6459) and the GP40 (ICE 4000-series) may not require renumbering, as they have no CP series conflict.     


Many SOO GP38-2’s in the 4400-class have now been repainted and changed to CP reporting marks, and the program apparently will have additional units CP patched and renumbered, without repainting.
South out of CN-IC Markham yard on the Kankakee local September 11th were SOO GP38-2 4414 in white and red SOO GP38-2 4515. Destined to the Paducah and Louisville Railway who will deliver them to Progress Rail in Mayfield, KY.  This pair joins other SOO/CP 38's already there for rebuild and CP repaint; CP 3038 was the first one completed and noted in Fulton, KY September 15th.

At Fulton. KY, Darren Doss photographed CP GP38-2 3038 fresh from her Progress Rail overhaul. Still missing horns, the locomotive has number boards with a numeral font not standard to CP. Regarding the missing bell, some GP38-2’s had their bell moved to under the frame in front of the fuel tank, with some getting the old bell bracket removed and others not.  From what we hear now, the CP GP38-2 fleet will all get electronic bells installed.  Most CP yard, local power (GP9u’s, GP38-2’s) and a number of transfer units (GP38AC’s and SD40-2’s), now sport e-bells. They sound somewhat different from the real thing, and a dead giveaway is if they are shut off mid “ding”, as it stops abruptly. However the e-bells require less maintenance 

Cp3038dd

http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2726988

In a photo that would beat the heart of any railfan, on September 10th Ron Tilley caught this busy scene at Bethlehem, PA: From left to right you can see NS local crew H74 moving five locomotives off of CP train 259 off of the layoff track. Next to them is CP train 257 also known as 39Z on NS.  Just to the right of that train is NS 25R, which outlawed earlier in the day. 

bethlehemrt

On September 4th Kevin Dunk photographed westbound CP 8575 and 9631 slowly winding their way around the mile 17 curve along Moyie Lake with a mixed freight heading for the US border at Eastport, Idaho.

cpkevindunk

Kevin also clicked UP 8271 at MP 62.4 on the Cranbrook sub leading a set of four SD9043ACs (8280-8265-8284) eastward towards the CP Caithness siding  in BC with a mixed freight from Eastport.

Upkevindunk

Cor van Steenis likes shooting the tail end as much as the front end of the RCP, and you can see why … here are two shots of the Royal Canadian Pacific on September 8th. With an FP9A and GP38-2 leading  and Business Car 'Mount Stephen' adorning the rear, CP train 32B   heading up the big hill at Field, BC eastbound on the Revelstoke to Calgary leg.   The “Mount Stephen” is seen crossing Otter Tail Bridge. 
cp410fieldcvs
On September 4th, Andy clicked CP SD40-2F 9017-9006 sporting the regulation frame safety striping sitting at the Coquitlam Diesel Shop at Mile 111.9, on the Cascade Sub in BC.

cp9017ac

CP AC4400CW 9733 wrecked at Sparwood, BC in March of 2008, has returned to operation.  It was first repaired at the locomotive shop in Albia, Iowa. Then this unit was involved in another incident this past winter when 9015, 9018 and 9733 hit an oil truck at a level crossing in Tilley, Alberta.  Progress Rail in Winnipeg  is still repairing the two Red Barns and released 9733 three months ago.  The CP St-Luc Diesel Shop repainted the loco two months ago into the current CP colour scheme sans beaver logo. Cor van Steenis caught her in new garb at Strangmuir, AB September 21st.   

cp9733cvs

CP NEWS

John Morin caught this Ottawa Valley work train with removed welded rail passing through Carleton Place, Ontario, over the former CP Chalk River Sub September 8th. 
cwrjohnmorin

September 20th the bleeding has stopped in the Ottawa he Valley temporarily, as the last loaded CWR recovery train departed Renfrew  for Smiths Falls and beyond. In late September only the odd clean-up movement of gondolas filled with ties, tie plates, etc with the action going dormant for the winter.  Ray Ferrand made a point of photographing the CWR train as it departed Renfrew, heading for Arnprior and got the train passing under the new Hwy 417 underpass just east of town.  
ovrcwrrf
Two videos, one recalling the last years of CP action on the OVR:  “Remembering CP in the Ottawa Valley”, and the other a photographic “Tribute to the CP Chalk River Subdivision”
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rgPhTdUnzw
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=khmL9T57TnQ

Andy Cassidy photographed preserved CP RAIL caboose (CP 434553) which is displayed not far from Andy’s home in Maillardville, BC.  The CP van rests adjacent to the old Fraser Mills CP Station which now houses the Fraser Mills Railway Museum. 

http://www.placedesarts.ca/uploads/documents/OPl-H-FraserMillStation.pdf

cpcabooseac

A MUST SEE!   CPR #2816 Rocky Mountain Steam “IMAX” promo:    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fuArMb8f7c

CP VIGNETTES

Doug Wingfield was at the August 8, 1971 model railroad convention in Calgary, AB.  The star attraction was an excursion with CPR CFA 16-4 (C-Liner) 4081 on a run ran from Calgary, to Field, BC. Here is the train stopped at Banff, AB, and as CLC units were rare on passenger trains at this time, these rail fans took advantage of this photo opportunity while it lasted.

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=364902&nseq=0

Truly a rare consist for the “The Canadian” in BC as CP GP9, F9B and FPA-2 have just pulled train #2 into the freshly ballasted siding at Glacier BC in the summer of 1972.  Significant having an MLW FPA-2 trailing in the consist (a once only event?). The MLW actually lead train #1 a couple of days earlier. The FPA-2's were common on 11-12 and  likely they  were caught short at Sudbury, Ontario for a leader for number 1. It is surprising that Calgary didn't change the power consist. The GP9 was probably a Calgary addition on 1. The boxcar ahead of the baggage car was a fixture on 1 & 2 west of Calgary for many years.  The main Calgary Post Office was just west of the Palliser Hotel in Calgary, with a rail spur. Bagged mail for intermediate points between Calgary and Vancouver was loaded in these boxcars. At Revelstoke and Kamloops, Post Office employees unloaded the bagged mail onto their baggage carts.   

Cpglacierphilmason

Remembering the unique SD10:   

CP rostered only three SD10 models: 532 534 and 543, all off the property now. Originally in the Milwaukee 'bandit' scheme (See photo below) all three got fully repainted into CP Rail System livery by the mid-1990’s.  These units had 16-567BC engine blocks under the long hood. 

CP 532 was built as MILW 2237, built 2/54, then rebuilt MILW 541 9/75, EMD builders number 18780. Originally built as an SD9, it was rebuilt by MILW into an SD10.  

CP 534 was built as MILW 2209, built 6/52, then rebuilt MILW 509 10/75, EMD builder's number 15621, originally built as an SD7, it was rebuilt by MILW into an SD10.
CP 543 was built as MILW 2220, built 10/53, then rebuilt NILW 520 12/75, EMD builder's number 18306, originally built as an SD7, it was rebuilt by MILW into an SD10.
CP Rail System painted SD10 534 is seen at Bensenville, IL in March 1998.  (JC Benson photo) 

534jcbenson

Their dispositions are not all known, but 534 went to NRE a few years back after being stored in TR Falls, but its whereabouts today is unknown.  The 532 is alive at the White Water Valley RR after CP donated her back in November 2001, Nathan Dahms shot it on the trip south. As for the 543, I believe it also went to NRE around the same time as the 534, the dates escape me, but I did get photos from a friend  who works on the CP in St Paul.  (Nathan Dahms) 

Here is a shot of all three together back in the day (Bruce Chapman) and others by Mike Guss and Nathan Dahms.  
soosd10bc 
soo543mh 

cp543mg

VIA RAIL CANADA

Senior VIA News Editor Tim Hayman

VIA News Co-Editor Terry Muirhead:

vianews@canadianrailwayobservations.com 

VIA FP9Au 6300, which until recently was the (VMC) Vancouver Maintenance Centre shop switcher, has been donated to the National Railway Historical Society (BC Chapter), and in September was moved to New Westminster, BC.  VIA 6300 was one of the locos involved in the 1986 collision at Hinton Alberta, but was undamaged as it was placed in the 8th position of the train. The accident took place on a stretch of CN's transcontinental main line, near the town of Hinton, Alberta, west of Edmonton. Nearby towns are Jasper to the west and Edson to the east. Passenger service on the line was provided by VIA Rail Canada. Slightly over half of the 100 mile (160 km) stretch of track between Jasper and Edson was double-tracked, including 11.2 miles (18 km) of trackage from Hargwen siding west to Dalehurst siding. Traffic on this line was controlled with CTC. You can read more about the collision in the March 2011 issue of CRO.

ia6411tm

6300 had been utilized as the Vancouver Maintenance Centre Switcher. The 6300 had been sidelined on several occasions due to mechanical Issues.  Recently, mould was discovered in the cab, and the F-unit and has sat idle at the VMC for the past couple of years before being donated the NRHS.

A new round rear red disc marker mounted on the knuckle as on this “Park” car, is now standard on VIA trains.  While CN have added red lights to their DPU’s, VIA has gone the other route in favour of the new round marker disc. After Transport Canada regulations ceased to require marker lights as end-of-train markers, VIA began to remove markers from the rebuilt LRC cars, and added “red dots” on the back of all of their coaches. The new red marker disk is fit into the coupler knuckle, and can therefore be easily applied to only the last car on the train. On September 10th Mathieu Tremblay caught CN 369 and VIA 605 with the Saint-Tite Country Festival CN Special, meet at Saint-Thècle, QC  You don't see a VIA “Park” car everyday in these parts! 

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=374598&nseq=57

http://www.flickr.com/photos/nabot/6137845970
Ron Visockis took this excellent detail photo of one of the new markers in the coupler of the last HEP-2 coach (#3339) of Train 60, while stopped in Belleville., ON.

HEP-2- MARKER PHOTO
Newly released LRC car #3339 left Moncton NB on the tailend of VIA 15 September 24th for Montreal.  Ron Visockis found 3328 at Belleville with a comparison to the original scheme. “Look for an extra yellow band over the windows. They removed the flag but kept CANADA in the middle of the car ..."  
LRC photo 

Private Cars on VIA CANADIAN SPECIAL VIP TRAIN:

The New York-Toronto Amtrak train coming into Niagara Falls Sept 4th, (which becomes VIA #98 once across the border into Canada) had three private cars on the rear,  VIA F40 6451, VIA Chateau, Northern Sky, Evelyn Henry, Warren E Henry, and were moved to TMC. The cars were for a special VIA train that a Saudi prince rented/chartered, and departed Toronto for Vancouver around 2pm September 8th  operating as VIA #3 with new locomotive VIA F40 6436 hauling VIA 8223, WSOR 800588, RVIX 800149 and RVIX 800148.  (David Emmington photos) 

Use FOUR to SIX photos  side by side (As these are small)
In early September, VIA Rail officially unveiled it’s new “Deluxe Sleeper Class” service on The Canadian, a new premium level of service that will be available on the Canadian only during the summer season. The new service will be available in summer 2012, and will include accommodations in the newly remodeled Chateau sleepers that are now being dubbed as “Deluxe Sleeping Cars”. The cars will feature 6 large bedrooms, which are touted to be 50% larger than the normal Chateau and Manor double bedrooms, and will feature, according to VIA’s website, a “Very comfortable double bed and bunk bed, flat-screen television with closed circuit programming and DVD player, full en-suite washroom with glass-door shower, large mirror and heated floors, leather sofa, shower kit and hair dryer, refrigerator in the bedroom, and upgraded linens and amenities.” Deluxe sleeper class will also feature all of the amenities of Sleeper Touring class, as well as a dedicated service attendant, all day room service, priority boarding and luggage service, and a tour during the stopover in Winnipeg. VIA also unveiled the floor-plan of the new Park cars, which will feature larger fully-accessible suites, and a redesigned mural lounge. Floor plans for the new sleepers and Park cars, as well as photos and a further description of the service, can be found on VIA’s website here: http://www.viarail.ca/en/trains/rockies-and-pacific/toronto-vancouver-canadian/classes-and-trains-cars 

On September 15th, CN announced that they are reevaluating service on the Newcastle Subdivision, which is CN’s New Brunswick route that connects Moncton to Campbellton via Mirimichi, Bathurst, etc. This is the former NBEC route that VIA’s Trains 14/15 “The Ocean” use through the province. Most of CN’s traffic is carried on the more direct route through Fredericton and Edmunston. CN noted that business is down on the line, especially in recent years, as New Brunswick has been hit hard economically. CN is considering abandoning the line, a move that would leave VIA Rail as the single biggest customer on the line, and that would through the route of The Ocean (and service to many small communities on the line) into jeopardy. At the moment, CN is still only considering the idea, and have been clear that any final decision will be made public, and consider public opinion. A CTV News article on this story (with video) can be found here:

http://atlantic.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20110915/cn_railroad_110915/20110915/?hub=AtlanticHome
VIA’s yellow-faced F40’s are quickly disappearing, as the CADRAIL rebuild program moves quickly towards completion. On September 9th, Gord Henwood caught 6427, one of the remaining yellow F40s, on the lead of VIA 78 in Brantford, ON.  The bright yellow nose and blue stripe on grey will be only a memory this time next year.   

[Gord Henwood photo, e-mailed Sept. 10]

VIA Rail recently added an updated “Capital Investment” page to their website. The page features information about the recent and ongoing capital investment projects, including the F40, RDC, and LRC rebuilds, as well as improvements to stations and tracks throughout the system. The page features some early photos and mock-ups of the new LRC business class interiors, the new (and soon to be released) RDC-4 6251, and the new Park Car interiors. The page can be found here, and is well worth checking out: http://www.viarail.ca/en/about-via-rail/capital-investment
Along with featuring updates on the projects, VIA’s new Capital Investment page laid out more details on several upcoming projects. To name a few:

· In addition to the F40 rebuilds, 9 P42DC locomotives will be overhauled for improved operational and environmental efficiency

· Of the 98 LRC cars being rebuilt, 26 will be Business Class cars (with upgraded 2+1 seating), 46 will be standard Economy coaches, and 26 will be new “Mixed Class” cars. These will feature half Economy seats and half Business style seats, which will be offered in a new “Premium Economy” service. This service will offer the comfort seating of Business class, but without the extra perks such as included meals, and will be offered at an intermediate price range.

· 9 Renaissance baggage cars will be upgraded to feature a large baggage door to facilitate easier loading and unloading of baggage. 9 Renaissance coach cars will be equipped with fully accessible washrooms, and each train set on the Ocean will soon feature one sleeper with a fully accessible suite.

· Of the 13 HEP-1 Diners being rebuilt, 9 will feature a completely revamped interior.

On September 27th, Terry Muirhead clicked F40PH-3 6439 and 6407 at VIA's Vancouver Maintenance Ctr. after arriving on Train #1.  Sitting on Track S1E is Dining Car 8414 “Palliser:, and  Skyline 851 getting serviced  after arriving on Train #1 the previous morning.  VIA 

F40 6443  was  doing the VMC Switcher Job on this day. 

Pre-VIA Vignette: 

Bill Thomson caught the CP Rail “Canadian” leaving West Toronto enroute to Vancouver in 1971.  As a boy, your editor recalls it was quite rare and very special to see an FP9A back to back with an FPA-2 on the “Canadian”.  It occurred more often on the “Atlantic Linited”  (Dennis Peters wrote: The FA-2 in trailing position is what Arnold Pearson (among the best of the enginemen at Ottawa) referred to as a 'donkey', reason being that when you first opened the throttle from a standing start, the MLW would load faster than the GM, resulting in an annoying kick from behind).

canadianbt

GO TRANSIT & AMT COMMUTER 

AMT - Agence Metropolitaine de Transport 
AMT news editor Jean-François Turcotte:

amtnews@canadianrailwayobservations.com
Due to Tie Replacement work on the Montreal Sub September 10-13, AMT diverted the Lakeshore train off the main line at North Junction over o the St. Luc Yard West Loop Branch, and then back onto the Vaudreuil-Sub as it had done a few weeks ago.

AMT ALP-45DP 1350 was spotted outside the AMT Shop Sortin Yard located near CP St-Luc Yard. (Note the clearance measuring markers affixed to the engine in the top photos).   The dual-mode AMT electric loco was at the shop for employee familiarization and have begun testing on the AMT Dorion-Vaudreuil line.  On September 13th Ken Goslett caught AMT ALP-45DP (Extra 1350 west) testing at Dorval, Cedar Park and Brucy, QC with a single Bombardier Commuter cab coach. 
amt2kg

mt1350kg

Lorence Toutant clicked AMT 1350, first of the 20 ALP-45DP loco’s  ordered by AMT on a test run (shot at MP 19.3) on the electrified Deux-Montagnes line with an AMT (BBD double-decker) coach, and F59PHI 1329 pushing at the rear on July 18th.  More are to arrive this month. 
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=369232&nseq=6

Ten former GO F59PH’s moved to VIA TMC (Toronto Maintenance Centre). 543, 544, 545, 548, 549, 550, 552, 553, 555, and 556, were purchased by AMT for Montreal commuter service in August, but are still in Toronto.  For safety, they can only be moved one at a time, and will likely be sent to American Motive Power, or another locomotive shop before being sent to AMT. All ten have had the GO lettering covered over and number boards removed and these will likely retain the same numbers on the AMT roster.  However as of September 26th, all 10 were covered with tarpaulins at Willowbrook Yard, Toronto. 
AMT rosters several ex-GO F59PH’s obtained in a long-term lease contract through RB Recycling (CAD), as well as some rebuilt and leased from Railworld. These ex-GO units from Railworld, SLC 526, 530 and 532 are painted in AMT colours).  As well, AMT owns a fleet of the newer EMD F59PHI’s, so adding standard-model F59PH’s acquired from GO will further standardize the AMT motive power roster.  

GO TRANSIT 

GO news editor Daniel Dell’Unto:

Rebuilt GO Transit F59PH 561 on train #807 departing Rutherford GO Station September 7th. Trains #806 and #807 were recently added to deal with overcrowding on the Barrie line. GO Transit 557-564 are being retained and rebuilt for continued service."

go561dd
The ten former GO F59PH’s moved to VIA TMC (Toronto Maintenance Centre) in August: 543, 544, 545, 548, 549, 550, 552, 553, 555, and 556, have been purchased by AMT for Montreal commuter service, but are still in Toronto. For safety, they can only be moved one at a time. All ten have had the GO lettering covered over and number boards removed and these will likely retain the same numbers on the AMT roster.   The ten were lined up in the southeast part of Willowbrook Yard on September 9th without GO markings and numbers. Keith Thomson confirmed September 27th  the 10 were covered with  tarpaulins, and at press time remain stored in the eastend of the yard. 

http://railfan.thegrebs.com/GO-TMC-CN-Tower-Trip-9-20-2011/TMC_4_9_20_2011

GO is also receiving the last of its recent order for new bilevel cars numbered 2755-2770. They are delivered by CP from Bombardier's Thunder Bay ON plant to CN in Toronto for final delivery to GO. As of late July, deliveries were up to car 2765.
On September 11th, the Toronto Transportation Society chartered a train of soon-to-retire 1970's era H4 subway cars as a final farewell. They toured various rail lines on the system (Yonge-University-Spadina and Bloor-Danforth lines) which included photo-stops, and trips around Greenwood and Wilson Yards. A photo of the charter train departing Davisville subway station by Cameron Applegath, from the former CNR Beltline Spur bridge (now a walking trail):

http://www.flickr.com/photos/21906247@N07/6138063740/

Currently, there are a number of new Bombarider "Toronto Rocket" subway trains out in service on the Yonge-University-Spadina line. Delivieries of new cars are continuing, and Bombardier T1's from the YUS are expected to migrate to the Bloor-Danforth line to allow retiring of the H4 cars. The H5 anf H6 cars will be retired in the future as more trainsets come online.

It was announced that the TTC is going to sell 255 of its H5 and H6 subway cars to the city of Lagos in Nigeria, for a light rail project. Price is still under negotiation.

Details on the newest TTC Streetcar fleet: http://www.thestar.com/news/transportation/article/1049545--facts-about-the-new-fleet 

CANADIAN LOCOMOTIVE SHOPS

ELECTRO-MOTIVE DIESEL (EMD Inc.)

 (By Don McQueen – London, ON)

Summary of EMDI deliveries during August / September 2011:
During the month of August, possibly 24 new units were assumed shipped from London.

On August 2, the six orange, yellow and grey SD70ACes for QNS&L 508-513 (in order 20106364) were shipped east via GEXR and CN to Montreal. Although sightings were sparse it is believed the first 17 (UP 8671-8687) of 40 SD70ACes in order 20106374.

On September 18th Chris van der Heide caught brand new SD70ACes (UP 8696, 8700, 8694) rolled out of Sarnia, Ontario on CN 501 (Sarnia-Pt. Huron transfer).  

http://acsoosub.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2732654
On or about August 23, the six GT38ACes, CC205.01 to CC205.06 in order 20078996 for the Perusahaan Jawatan Kereta Api (PTKA) line in Sumatra departed Halifax on JUMBO SPIRIT.

On August 26, EMDX Tier 4 prototype SD70ACe 2012 (order 20116455) was shipped under tarp from CP Quebec Street to LaGrange and then to the “Railway Interchange 2011” and was displayed in Minneapolis September 18 to 24.  Karl Andraschko photographed the special Electro-Motive paint scheme on EMDX 2012  beside Progress Rail’s PR30C (PRLX 3004) in Minneapolis, Minnesota Sept 18th.   
http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2731414

http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2731416
http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2731415
Bombardier Transportation announced on September 9, 2011 the first of an order for 32 SD70ACe locomotives produced for Progress Rail Services Corp. at Bombardier's Ciudad Sahagun, Mexico, plant. The contract involves building the frame structure, final assembly of the locomotive, static and dynamic functional testing, and painting. Work began in April of this year.  (Since 1997, more than 1,300 locomotives have been manufactured and assembled in Bombardier Transportation's facilities in Mexico, mainly for export to the U.S.A.)

Reports in trade periodicals have provided some tidbits about London-built JT42CWRs (66 or 77 class) in Egypt, Europe and Britain.

Egyptian Railways now are using JT42CWRs 2124-2163 (20078963, built 2008) to work many of its expresses, including the Aswan-Cairo sleeping car trains. [The Railway Magazine 7-2011 p98]

In Europe -

On May 17 seven Class 77 locos were transferred from Kijfhoek (Rotterdam) to Antwerpen Schijnpoort, on the way to France. Three of the locos, numbered 77501 to 77503 (20078941-001 to 003, built 2009) in white and red livery, as they were originally ordered by Veolia Cargo, before the takeover by SNCF/Europorte. The other four - DE 6310 to 13 (20078920-001 to 004, built 2008) in grey as they were built for Crossrail; they will be numbered 77504 to 77507 in France. All are now owned by SNCF leasing subsidiary Akiem and will be used by SNCF subsidiary VFLI.

Then on May 28 all seven were hauled by SNCF to Lille. VFLI then moved some to its workshops and training centre at Carling in eastern France and others to Boulogne. The locos are to be used by VFLI for eight years on 1800 tonne trains of cereals from central France to the Lille area and on trains of aggregates to the Paris region. [Today's Railways-Europe 7-2011, p43]

In Britain, GBRf Railfreight unveiled a 'rainbow' Class 66 on July 3, 2011. In March, GB Railfreight managing director John Smith promised a striking new livery on one of his Class 66 fleet. Metronet Class 66 No.66720 (20048652-03, built 2006) painted in a multi-coloured 'night' and 'day' sided paint scheme designed by six-year-old Emily Goodman after winning a competition run last autumn on a company fun day to design the livery. [The Railway Magazine 9-2011 p79]

Today's Railways-Europe [8-2011, p13] has reported a 'New Class 66 on the way'. The magazine "reported recently the last EMD JT42CWRM diesel loco (Class 66 or 77) was completed in April. Nothing had been heard of the replacement design, announced in 2008 and we assumed that the project had been a casualty of EMD's takeover by Caterpillar.  
We have now learned that the new JT42ACe/Class 66EU prototype has only been delayed by the takeover. The loco should have been completed by now but is expected late in 2011. It will have the same power rating as Class 66 (2420 kW) we presume it will be powered by a version of same engine. However, this detail has not yet been announced. The loco will have the same radial steering bogies as Class 66 but with AC instead of DC traction motors."

On September 4th Bruce Denny caught KCS SD70Ace 4025 at Mansfield, LA. Note that KCS 4025 has now gone from KCS gray to Retro Southern Belle livery. The font used in the cab number on the side is identical to that used on the "Baby Belles" and distinctly different from the factory painted numbering (e.g. on the 4052, which was behind the 4025 in this consist).

http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2713855

On September 9TH Bombardier Transportation unveiled the first EMD 4,300-hp locomotive (of an order of 32) completed for Progress Rail Services Corp. at Bombardier’s Ciudad Sahagun, Mexico, plant. Final assembly of Electro-Motive Diesel SD70ACes involves building the frame structure, final assembly of the locomotive, static and dynamic functional testing, and painting. Work began in April 2011. EMD is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Progress Rail Services. 

“Bombardier Transportation is proud to deliver the first of these 32 locomotives, highlighting the excellent operating capacity of our Ciudad Sahagun plant and the skill of our work force,” said Raymond Bachant, president, North America, Bombardier Transportation. “It once again demonstrates Bombardier’s commitment to deliver high quality products to our customers.” More than 1,300 locomotives have been manufactured and assembled since 1997 in Bombardier Transportation’s Mexico facilities, mainly for export to the U.S.

http://www.railwayage.com/breaking-news/another-first-for-bombardier-at-mexico-plant-3487.html
CADRAIL / RB Recycling – Lachine, QC
The eight SOO SD60’s to be overhauled and repainted will be renumbered in the 6200-series.  To date only five are at CAD: 6025, 6040, 6041, and 6050, with SD60M 6060. Whether the entire fleet is overhauled or not, it is likely that CP will renumber all of the SOO SD60’s from 6000-series to 6200-series to eliminate duplication with the SD40-2 CP 6000-series. 
MI-RAIL painted F59PH RBRX 18533 is currently stored with 10 other ex-G0 F59PH’s  (RBRX 18536, 18537, 18538, 18539, 18541, 18542, 18546, 18547, 18551, 18554)  at Pointe St-Charles yard at American Motive Power. As the loco is hidden from most viewing at AMP, Guy Pascal Arcouette was only able to shoot the rear.  Richard Marchi photographed the engine in fresh paint and in Transit to Michigan last year, however the Michigan Intercity Passenger  project was cancelled, and this F59PH was returned to Montreal a few months back, and is stored at AMP.   
rbrxrm  
Richard Marchi clicked this repainted tank car at Cadrail in September, with what appears to be CAD reporting marks.   http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2734206
Industrial Rail Services (IRSI) – Moncton, NB 

IRSI released LRC car #3339 which departed Moncton NB westbound on the tailend of VIA 15 September 24th.  Ron Visockis found 3328 at Belleville with a comparison to the original scheme. “Look for an extra yellow band over the windows. They removed the flag but kept CANADA in the middle of the car ..."  

LRC photo 

Sterling Rail

Seven stored Lake State Railway Alco/MLW locomotives are listed for sale on Sterling Rail, including three of their former CN MLW M420W's (3500, 3504, 798 (ex-3577)). The other four are ex-Conrail/PRR C425's rebuilt with AC alternators ("C425M-AC").

http://sterlingrail.com/classifieds/Listings.php?type=Locomotive&fsw=FS
 GreenRailNews.com “Green” Locomotive Roundup

Edited by Jody Moore

http://www.greenrailnews.com
SHORTLINES REGIONALS & INDUSTRIALS


WESTERN
In August CN turned over all track south of Delisle (up to Beechy, Eston and Laporte), over  to the newly formed Big Sky Railway.   Mobile Grain owns all of the loading sites on these railway lines.
CRO Facebook riend and  Carlton Trail guru Mark David Zulkoskey recently caught a SW1200 working the new P&H elevator in Tisdale, SK.  

cando1003mdz
Following release from the SRY shop, Black River Railway GP9u 1889 (ex-CP 1689, nee-THB 402) was moving to destination to Ringoes, NJ in early September. Peter McLaughlin caught BDRV GP9u 1889 near Alyth Yard, AB on September 12th after arriving on the 7th. .

http://www.flickr.com/photos/vehicle-images/6142127362/
Mark Perry reported the GE 25 ton that was previously at MB Hydro’s power dam at Pointe du Bois MB has now been moved to Portage La Prairie MB, to be put on display at the restored ex CPR station located there. Earl Roberts added she's affectionately known as Snoopy, and was built by GE in 1948, ( serial 29236), for Dominion Textiles in  Magog, QC. 
ONTARIO
On September 4th, Ontario Southland Railway (OSR) ran a private car special from St Thomas to Ingersoll, ON.  Larry Broadbent caught them as they approached Hwy 401 in Putnam Ontario led by a matched pair of GP7's.
In mid-September, Ontario Northland was finalizing a deal for the refurbishment of 10 GO Transit coaches. Paul Goulet, president and chief executive officer of the Ontario Northland Transportation Commission, confirmed September 13th the deal is 95% complete. 

The deal involves both Metrolinx and Canadian Allied Diesel (CADRAIL) — the Quebec-based company which beat out Ontario Northland for a lucrative five-year contract for the refurbishment 127 GO Transit coaches, plus a one-year option for an addition 22 coaches. The Ontario Northland bid was nearly $2 million higher than the one offered by Lachine, Quebec-based CADRAIL.
On Sept 16th James Hoffman photographed ONR  GP38-2 1809 at the station in North Bay following major repair and complete repaint.  With this new livery, the “ON RAIL” logo has been replaced with “Ontario Northland” on the flanks and ends.  Earlier this year, 1809 collided with a dump truck in New Liskeard, Ontario.  Seen here proudly wearing the new Ontario Northland livery.  James points out that even after repainting if one looks carefully, the chevrons from her previous ONR livery can still be seen on the nose.  

onr1809jh

The Fall colours are already in full swing in Mike Robins photo of ONR train 421, the northbound  “Polar Bear” roars through Mile 1.8 on the Island Falls Subdivision on a drzzly  September 23rd. 

Onr2200mr

FEC 709 is in Goderich getting complete wheel change-out before being returned to FEC.  RLK 4001 at Goderich is stored as a spare unit and GEXR (SP) 9392 has still not entered service.  Railfans referred to this engine as”Barney” while it serrved the Goderich -Exeter (GEXR).  Now state side, on September 21st Kevin Burkholder caught the purple engine in Vermont leading New England Central’s (NECR) northbound train 323 destined for St. Albans, VT.  Rolloing down the very pronounced downgrade curve at Royalton, VT, behind (“Barney”) NECR GP38 3843, is NECR GP38 3855 and CSOR B39-8E 8530. 
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=375796&nseq=0

QUEBEC
On August 9th André St-Amant clicked Montreal Maine & Atlantic
(MMA) Job #2 from Montreal switching Sherbrooke. QC with MMA C30-7 5017, Remote Control Caboose VB-4, and C30-7s 5023, 5026, before departure for Maine.  QAS well he caught MMA 610, with unit B23-7 2006 on August 11th backing up towards the MMA yard in Sherbrooke, QC.  

Mmaasa
Denis Fortier took these photos at Pointe-au-Pic, Quebec as “Le Train Le Massif de Charlevoix” arrived with dignitaries, September 6th, 2011.  These two ex-NBEC (nee-CP) RS18u’s were upgraded with microprocessors at Jonquire, QC. 
Quebecdenisfortier
Jean Lacroix clicked the train on one of its first test runs over the Chemin de fer de Charlevoix trackage at La Malbaie, QC on August 26th.  Employees were invited to participate and these trial runs were eagerly filled up with passengers. 
Quesbecjeanlacroix

Video promo (en francais) as one rides aboard the new Train Le Massif de Charlevoix”, with views of the train inside and out, with emphisis on the haute cuisine gastronomy served, and scenery. 

http://www.youtube.com/MassifdeCharlevoix

Three other ex-NBEC (nee-CP) RS18u’s (nos. 1819, 1849, and 1856) were upgraded with microprocessors in eastern Quebec, for a new  excusion train on the Gaspe Coast.  
In August Montreal Maine & Atlantic (MMA) were looking at acquiring Seminole Gulf Railway B39-8E 591 and 592, however the purchase was cancelled in early- September and the units are still in service on the Seminole Gulf RR.
EASTERN
The lease is now up on CEFX 2006 and the other unit CEFX 2015 is expected to come off lease to the Cape Breton & Central Nova Scotia (CBNS) sometime in October. Additionally, SD40-2 7869 is currently laid up in Sydney, NS with 7172 likely to be stored as well. These moves are mainly due to a reduction in traffic, closure of the Point Tupper paper mill, and the possibility that one of CBNS major  customer’s, the Newpage Paper Mill in Port Hawkesbury, NS may be shutting down.  Cliff Holder caught CN train 407 with CN 2558, 2622, and CEFX GP20D 2006 (dead) at the yard in Truro, NS ready to depart for Moncton, NB,  Sept 19th, destined for Ontario.  CEFX 2006 arrived at (Southern Ontario Railway) SOR Stuart St., Hamilton, Ontario on September 26th. 
cefx2006ch

CRO MONTHLY PHOTO CONTEST 
MODELLER'S CORNER

(Edited by Mike Pebesma)

CRO MODELLERS CORNER is coming soon to Facebook. 

Announcements and Releases

Weaver Models is importing O scale brass models of Canadian Pacific 4-6-2 Pacific steam engine (class G5a and G5b). Paint schemes will include black with a graphite smoke box and CP imitation gold lettering and the Ohio Central Museum locomotive. Features will include constant headlight and backup lights, operating classification lights, illuminated cab, and firebox glow; with and without sound.

weavermodels.com

Athearn has announced a ready-to-run HO scale 50’ Superior door boxcar decorated for CN, amongst other paint schemes, scheduled for arrival in February 2012.

athearn.com

Atlas Model Railway Company has announced an HO scale ready-to-run version of a 50’ Berwick boxcar. This is the first ready-to-run model using tooling Atlas recently acquired from Branchline. Road names will include IC, and Canadian National (IC). Release is scheduled for December.
atlasrr.com

Walthers has set March 2012 as the delivery date for four new versions of a Proto 2000 SW900. Road names on the Walthers HO scale ready-to-run model will include CP (Phase 1, early to mid 1970s), and GTW (Phase 3, mid 1960s to the mid 1970s). The models will include road specific details include variations on battery box louvers, lift rings, headlights, stanchions and handrails, pilot or foot boards, and fuel tank size. They will be available in standard DC or with DCC and sound.
Also announced for March is a run of Walthers Platinum series Thrall 89’ enclosed Tri-Level auto carriers with updated features such as separately molded side ladders, separate grab irons and trucks equipped with 28” metal wheels. Paint schemes with two numbers each include GTW (blue rack and flat) and CN-TTX (yellow rack and flat).

www.walthers.com
Bachmann has released an N scale model of a USRA light 2-10-2 Santa Fe class steam locomotive under their Spectrum series. The ready-to-run DCC-equipped model features die-cast construction and a double set of traction tires. Paint schemes include Canadian National.

www.bachmanntrains.com
InterMountain Railway has released N scale Bathtub coal gondolas equipped with Micro-Train trucks and couplers. Available road names include CP Rail-Ontario Hydro, Procor, CP Rail, and Sultran in horizontal or vertical lettered schemes.

intermountain-railway.com

Events

October 2: The 7th Annual Muskoka Model Railroad Layout Tour. 

Visit 20 home layouts from N to G scale in Alliston, Beeton, Stroud, Orillia, Severn Bridge, Gravenhurst, Bracebridge, and Huntsville. Tour maps available September 1. Contact roger.berkeley@primus.ca or Al Crisp at beez_al@bell.net.

October 15-16: 2011, Railfair Ottawa, Algonquin College, Woodroffe Avenue south of Baseline Road. Info at railfair.ca.

Models

In previous Modellers Corners, I shared a “quick Canadian” project for a kitbashed CN gondola using the E&C Shops model. At the same time that I was working on that project, I also built some CN gondolas from scratch, which I was able to finish this summer.

CN 138064 is a 52’6” gondola built by Eastern Car Company in 1966-67. These cars feature a wood floor and fishbelly sides. The model was scratchbuilt from styrene sheet and strips using drawings that I made from photos and dimensional information from CN data sheets. It was finished with Polly Scale paint and Mircoscale decals and weathered to reflect the abuse most gondolas incur.

[IMG]http://i221.photobucket.com/albums/dd145/rallyboy905/IMG_4260.jpg[/IMG]

CN 188301 is a similar car to the first, built by Eastern Car Company in 1966 with drop ends. In 1983, CN modified the cars by adding a two piece removable steel roof and welding the ends in place for transporting aluminum. The model was constructed similar to the open car, and the roof was made from a piece of PVC conduit which was wrapped with 0.005” styrene sheet. Individual ribs and details made from styrene were glued to this. Finish was Polly Scale paint and Microscale decals.

[IMG]http://i221.photobucket.com/albums/dd145/rallyboy905/IMG_4261.jpg[/IMG]

CN 156153 is a model of a National Steel Car 65’-6” gondola built in 1965. (A reasonable stand in for this car is the Walthers 65’ gondola.)  These cars are 5 feet deep and equipped with nailable steel floors and fixed ends. The model was again built from scratch using styrene strip and sheet using information gathered from CN data sheets and photos Polly Scale paints and Microscale decals completed the model.

[IMG]http://i221.photobucket.com/albums/dd145/rallyboy905/IMG_4262.jpg[/IMG]

A D&H C424 leads a CP RAIL C630M and D&H RS11, D&H C420 through West Waterford on the Canada Central Railway. William Baird’s Alco/MLW models are by Atlas and Van Hobbies Brass custom painted. Photo by Yves Cloutier. 
Dhmodel

Mike Zolitch attached photos of an HO scale Atlas GP38 that starting life as a unnumbered Chessie System unit. I planned on making a stand-in GP39 model for myself, using a GP40 dynamic brake hatch. Instead, I completed the model and sold it to a friend in my push to sell of Chessie units in favor of buying decoders to equip the steadfast B&P fleet (constantly growing, it seems). I finally finished this one over the weekend. As with so many of my other Chessie units, I'm sad to see this one go, but I need to stay focused on the B&P... A few CSX-ized Chessie units will remain to be the St. Thomas, ON turn power for the Buffalo, NY interchange, plus a few others for runthrough or short-term lease power. From a fleet once almost at 50 units, I'm down to less than half that and still trimming…

chessiemz

A new home-made photo-etched HO SCALE MLW parts source: 

Orders: Paul Trudel gumpaul@bell.net 

See photos online: http://gumpaul.quebectrain.com/MLW/ 

CANADIAN RAILWAY HISTORY

Don McQueen did some investigating on this historic Candian steam image of Canadian Northern Railway 4-6-0 #145:

CaNoR 145 was likely Pittsburgh #743 of 9-1884; as Burlington Cedar Rapids & Northern 81; then BCR&N 145; later CRI&P 1207, then CRI&P 1107; Sold second hand in 9-1906 as CaNoR 145; 1-1912 to CaNoR F-2-B 1002; Scrapped 9-1917 at Fort Rouge.   Photo lcation MAY be Fort Rouge (Winnipeg), MB, the date MAY be 1907 or 1908 judging from the recently painted out "Burlington Route" rectangle on the tender - if indeed that is what is was. Another indicator supporting the 1907 or 1908 date is the relatively new box car in the background - CaNoR 44262 became CNR 316149 after 1919 and was from a group of box cars built between 1907 and 1909..  

(Photo collection of Rail Archive Stephenson) 

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=349937&nseq=7

Steamtown USA:

On September 13th Grand Trunk Western U-1c 4-8-2 6039 was receiving prep work for paint after coming out of an extensive asbestos abatement program at Steamtown National Historic Site in Scranton, Pennsylvania. (Pictures from Daniel Barnett with thanks).
6039db

Huntsville and Lake of Bays Railway Society

http://www.portageflyer.org/

On August 25th 2011 Wayne D. Shaw photographed Huntsville and Lake of Bays Railway (HBLR) 21-ton 0-4-0 S.T. #2 as it prepares to run around its train “The Portage Flyer” at Fairy Lake Station. Many years ago, this old station building was the HBLR Navigation Co. Purser's Cabin at Norway Point, Lake of Bays, ON. Looking closely, one can see names carved into the wooden siding dated as early as 1917!
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=373528

Wayne explains this odd looking little critter is very practical on a small narrow gauge operation and is called upon to do track inspection and maintenance. Brookville switcher HBLR #4 is also used for yard work and to pull the steamers out of the shed while the locomotives build up steam when fired up. This small loco actually rescued the train once when the steamer broke down at the other end of the line, though Wayne personally would be inclined to utilize GE 26-ton HBLR #3 should a similar situation occur. Wayne shot HBLR #4 at Muskoka Heritage Place in Huntsville, Ontario July 9th. 2011.

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=368642

Here is the Engineer’s Point of View while taking the old Brookville for a spin up the line after a tune-up. This little switcher is powered by a late '60s Ford small block coupled to an automatic transmission and a reversible transfer case (allowing reversing at normal speeds without over-revving the motor) powering the rear axle. Power is transmitted to the front wheels by two big roller chains which make a distinctive clicking noise while traveling. HBLR #4 is used for track inspections and maintenance, as well as playing around in the yard. A sign on the dash of the engine reads "The maximum allowable speed for this locomotive is 75 MPH”, a speed Wayne (and most) would find hard to imagine for this little critter. 
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=368508

South Simcoe Railway - Tottenham, ON
Exporail (CRHA)

In late-September the AMT locomotive and rolling stock donated in August were in transit to the Canadian Railway Museum (Exporail) in St-Constant, QC. Former AMT GP9RM 1311, (ex-CN 4307), EGU 603, (ex-VIA/CN 15402), and former GO Transit Coach 1101 are shown in the West Yard at CN Taschereau on September 18th.  They were then   interchanged with CP St-Luc Yard at Parsley, and later lifted to Delson, QC, and dropped on the industrial spur connecting to the museum.   
1311cdj

Alberta Railway Museum

A few corrections to our ARM photo caption posted last month:  The ARM is not contracting for the track repair, they are hosting PNR Railworks who are rehabilitating the track from Edmonton to Fort McMurray – changing ties, installing welded rail and fixing crossings.  Regarding CP GP30 5000, the ARM are storing it for another society and only exists there because they rescued it from the scrapper. It was unfair to accuse them of neglecting the locomotive because we feature CN and NAR units.  CRLX GP9u 1561 will be going to Shell (not Esso) in Scotford, Alberta for further work. We also forgot to mention that GTW 4520 is a passenger geep oriented to run long hood forward – one of the few that still exist.  (Herb Dixon – President Alberta Railway Museum).
Kevin Andrusia took these great shots of CNR #6060 4-8-2 Mountain type “The Spirit of Alberta” operating over the Alberta Prairie Railway at Big Valley Alberta August 2011. 

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=373060

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=373059

http://www.albertarailwaymuseum.com/
YDHR

www.ydhr.ca
WCRS

One of my favourite photos is this one by my friend Mark Forseille, of ex-BC RAIL nee-CPR 4-6-4 Royal Hudson #2860 and  BNSF 6422 on an excursion at Burnaby, BC February 09 2010 before the Vancouver Olympics where TEAM CANADA won the GOLD, twice in hockey!  

Cp2860mf

GHRA

TRHA

In late-September the British steam 4-4-0 locomotive was seen loaded and covered onto flat car CN 639957.  GWR 4-4-0 563 and the Director's Carriage were brought over from the UK for the summer performances of the “Railway Children” at John St. by the TRHM.

The flat was ready to move east to Halifax in Sept 22, 2011 at Toronto's CN Mac Yard. 
 www.TRHA.ca
CPR 4-6-0 Display. 
On September 8th, Bill Thomson caught former CPR 4-6-0 #1095  being mounted on is its new display track in Kingston, ON. The locomotive was constructed at CLC in Kingston in October 1913.  The tender is currrently at a shop in Maitland, Ontario being fixed up.  

PHOTO COMING
Add your HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION or GROUP!

If you are a member of a Museum, Tourist Railway, or Historical Group and have news and photos you would like to post in our CANADIAN RAILWAY HISTORY column, contact the Editor. The information must be approved and authorized to post, and be pertinent and of interest to our readers. All posts must follow our CRO Submission Guidelines, located on our home page. 

http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/
Contact editor William Baird:  

editor@canadianrailwayobservations.com
SOUTH OF THE BORDER

Mike Garza was surprised to see KCSM AC4400CW 4506 at IHB’s Blue Island yard August 15TH  in Riverdale, IL. He spotted BRC 211, a 3GS21B, outside the NRE Dixmoor gates August 19th awaiting a ride on CSX.  On August 29th RLCX 1617, a GP9r, formerly RE 1617, CNW 4397, born UP 181, appeared at Blue Island.  Then freshly hand-painted transfer caboose IHB 1 rests on the new Blue Island RIP track September 1st.  
Photos on line 
At Gorham, Illinois CP AC4400CW 8773 leads a unit tank train southbound on Union Pacific’s Chester Sub before George Redmond’s camera September 9th.  UP ES44AC 7513 just delivered from GE leads a northbound train of well cars above US 51 on September 9th, in De Soto, IL. 
cpbnsfgr

August 29th Lynn Powell clicked freshly painted Modesto & Empire Traction 259, a Brookville-built BL20CG genset (Former  Boston & Maine GP38 259) testing on the M&ET in California.  
bmex259lp

Joe Ferguson caught these NREX 2GS14B demos destined to Minnesota on August 29th at Mount Vernon, IL, and photographed the builders plates. 
nrec1

nrec2

Citicorp Railmark Inc. has leased the group of former UP (nee CNW) C40-8's numbered 9053-9064; lease returned in March 2009 and stored in Kansas City. Shortly after gathering in late August at KC, these began appearing in service on CSXT. Jim Ford shot CREX 9058 and 9056 leading train Q368 on September 3rd near Lincoln Ave. in Dolton, IL.  CRO readers should be familiar with the 3rd group of these C40-8 retirees because former UP 9065-9099 (three arrived in CNW paint and numbers) are now all repainted as CN C40-8 2100-2134.
http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2710021

On September 1st, CSX Q368 had nine ex-ATSF GP30’s dead-in-tow all destined for Larry’s Truck Electric (LTEX) in McDonald, Ohio.  The  train is seen stopped at Willard, Ohio conducting an air brake test before departing for Akron, OH, and eventually Cumberland, MD. The nine ATSF waybills will get set off at Lordstown.  (Sam Sponseller) 

Santafesamsponseller
The vast array of locomotives stored at LTEX is evident in Cody Zamostney’s photo from August 4th, with CN, ATSF, SP, BNSF and other heritages.  (via Tim Organ). 
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=374399&nseq=1

Wisconsin and Southern (WSOR) have repainted their Jordan spreader this is on their homepage. Shot by the owner/president. Ed will obtain a non-lettered alternate frame.
DELETE THIS CAPTION IF WE GET NO PHOTO FROM ED. 

George Redmond took the following shots at the Monticello Railway Museum “Railroad Days” event in Monticello, Illinois in September: 

1  =  CN 6789 in the Monticello Railway Museum yards.

2  =  Southern 4610 on display at the Museum.

3  =  IC 6071 and a IC motor car 9050 at the Museum, 6071 on display, motor was running.

4  =  Ex. GBW 308 RS3 at the Museum, unit was running.

5  =  IC 8733 on a freight train, IC 6071 on display at the Museum.

6  =  Wabash 1189 passenger train at Nelson Crossing station at the Monticello Railway Museum.

 monticellgr
Walter Please update! 
In August Montreal Maine & Atlantic (MMA) were looking at acquiring Seminole Gulf Railway B39-8E 591 and 592, however the purchase was cancelled in early- September and the units are still in service on the Seminole Gulf RR. 

D&H Vignette:


Gary Knapp too this splendid shot of the two Delaware & Hudson Sharks, shined up and powering a excursion train out of Albany, NY in July 1975.  The bottom photo shows out-of-service D&H C828 #609 on hallowed ground, deep inside the massive D&H Colonie Diesel Shop.

sharkgk

ON THE ROAD

LETTERS: 

Will, 

How would I make a financial contribution to CRO without having to use PayPal? I don’t use any of of those Electronic Payment features. 

Thanks,

Reg. Fitzpatrick

Bracebridge, ON

Thank you for your letter and your kind offer to make a donation Reg. All our staff work for free and donate hours of their spare time. As you might imagine, it is costly to maintain our CRO website, mailserver, large bandwidth, with hundreds of monthly readers dialing us up, often at the same time! Other costs include our prizes and give gift packages (CRO Caps, DVD’s etc) to winners and to those offering $75 - $100 donations. If pertinent, we can make CRO advertising arrangements at no cost, to those offering $50 plus donations. 

To answer your question, while most of our readers and advertisers prefer using PAYPAL, we do accept donations by check … just email me: editor@canadianrailwayobservations.com

Will, 

Just a quick note: GO GP-40TC, #606 (shown in the August issue in break-in service on CN) was dark navy blue, not black as stated. At this point, they were frequently seen at the Spadina roundhouse, as GO's Willowbrook locomotive facilities had yet to be built.

Keep up the good work, I look forward to each issue of CRO.

Regards,

Gord McOuat 

VP/Master Mechanic

OERHA / Halton County Radial Rwy. ON. 

My bad, Gord, having never seen #606 in person, I was going only by the photo, which appears to be black . I stand corrected. Thanks.  (Will)
Thanks Bill,

Re- your  "On the Road" section.  Walter's photos of the Halton County Radial Railway are excellent!  I've been a member of the museum since 1983, but have been much less active since I moved to Alberta fourteen years ago.  It is nice to see it recognized in a National forum such as CRO!

Cheers,

Alex Reed

Calgary, Alberta

From the Editor: William H. Baird 

editor@canadianrailwayobservations.com
Hi All, 

We received many letters about the September issue of CRO, and we thank you for your feedback. Many readers liked our complete VIA coverage last month.  A tip of the hat to our VIA Editor Tim Hayman who did a superb job.  Our Assistant Editor/Photo Editor Walter Pfefferle and US coordinator Ed Weisensel worked 110% on the issue as far as visual presentation, editing and fact checking.  We also got positive comments on Jody Moores Green Locomotive News column, which had a wealth of hot news in September.   Dan Dell’Unto, Don McQueen, Roman Litarchuk, J-F Turcotte, John Read, Donna Peters, and the rest of the Staff help create this great issue.  What I am most gratefull for are the quality news photos we receive each month from our readers.  We could not publish CRO at such a high standard without your kind contributions.   

We encourage our readers to subscribe to CRO. It is FREE, fast and easy! Simply click here: 

LINK
Please inform us of e-mail address change, or to cancel the announcement mailings. 

CRO FACEBOOK: 

Our Facebook page has over 2200 fans and is a vehicle for our readers to view CRO news updates, daily news photos and vignettes from years past. As well, our readers are invited to post their own railway photos for all to see. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Canadian-Railway-Observations-CRO/287488550757

CRO FACEBOOK posting guidelines: 

Railroad photos posted must be of interest to our readers. The photo must include a caption with date, location, Loco Number(s) and any pertinent info. (If known try to include the Train #, Loco Model, direction, and the Subdivision as well) . If the photo is not your own, you must have the photographer’s permission to post it. NOTE: Only three photos may be posted in a row - allowong others to share.

CRO Administrators may delete any photo that does not comply with our guidelines, and we will delete and block any posts that contain offensive language or images. 

Our thanks to all our website readers and our new FB Fans! 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SUBMIT A SPECIAL REPORT, OR JOIN THE CRO NEWS TEAM? CRO is seeking potential columnists for our news pages. We are always unterested in your ideas for new SPECIAL REPORTS, simply contant us with your what you would like to submit. Out guidelines are on the home page and please check out our ARCHIVES page for previous Special Reports we have published. 

We look forward to hearing from you,

 Please help keep CRO “Free!”
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/2011/mar11/crohat.htm
Thank you to all of our readers who kindly offered donations in August and September allowing another month for all of our readers to enjoy CRO for Free. Please note: All large donations receive CRO gift packages. 

THANK YOU:

Kevin Andrusia, Guy-Pascal Arcouette, David Baer, Daniel Barnett, Michael Berry, Larry Broadbent, James A. Brown, Guilio Capuano, Andy Cassidy, Bruce Chapman, Charlie De Jean, Daniel Dell’Unto (GO News), Bruce Denny, Jim Dorst,  Kevin Dunk, Joe Ferguson, Denis Fortier, Mike Garza, Chris Gertz, Sean Graham-White (CRO), Tim Hayman (VIA News), Chris van der Hiede, Helm Financial,  James Hoffman, Charles Jeffrey, Jean Lacroix, Ken Lanovich, Roman Litarchuk (CRO), Peter McLaughlin, Chris McMahon, Don McQueen (Froth), Jim McPherson, Bruce Mercer, Jody Moore (Green Locomotive News), John Morin, Terry Muirhead (VIA News), Peter Murphy (CRHA), Jason Noe (Railpace), Steve Nordahl, Tim Organ, David Othen, John Peakman, Donna Peters (CRO), Walter Pfefferle (CRO), Kevin Plant, John Read “GR17f”, Earl Roberts (Branchline), George Redmond, Bill Sanderson, Wayne D. Shaw, Wilco van Schoonhoven, Cor van Steenis, Avrom Shtern, John Soehner, Kyle Stefanovic, Brian Switzer, Jean-François Turcotte (AMT News), Ron Visockis, Dennis Weber, Ed Weisensel (CRO), the Bridge Line Historical Society, and the Canadian Trackside Guide. Merci Peter (Pietro), Mike, James, John, Michel, Tony, Denis, Mohammed, et tous mes amis a la St-Luc Diesel Shop. 
GOT AN OBSERVATION?

New issues of CRO are posted each month on our website. News stories pertaining to Canadian railways, photos, comments, favourite links, and questions are always welcome. Please send us your photos, newsworthy sightings and railway stories and if used, will be placed in the CRO newsletter. Please indicate if you wish your name to be withheld. If your own website pertains to Canadian railways, please contact us. 

SUBMITTING PHOTOS TO CRO: 

We encourage our readers to forward current pertinent news photos, and historical material. Include text with loco #’s, train # or direction, date. IMPORTANT: Please read our guidelines below.

CRO PHOTO SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 

http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/photosubmission.htm
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

NOT FOR CRO REMOVE ALL BELOW THIS LINE 

CP GLEN YARD: http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/PDF/CRO_glen2010.pdf
Our latest issue of CRO is now on line for your FREE download:

 http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/
SUBSCRIBE FREE HERE: 

http://cro.hosted.phplist.com/lists/?p=subscribe
Contact William Baird: editor@canadianrailwayobservations.com
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/
DJ WILL CHASE

http://www.legatoschaseproductions.ca/






