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On June 15th Wayne D. Shaw clicked a rare daytime 450 heading south alongside Aspdin Road ay Huntsville Ontario. CN E44DC 2263 has received interior and exterior modifications for diesel engine emissions testing.  The first tests began in May in captive service between Toronto-North Bay, Ontario on trains 450 and 451  Some of the visual modifications include cowling on the top of the long hood behind the cab, and a repaint of some of the hood doors. 

CN held a spectacular Family Day on June 5th at Taschereau Yard in Montreal.  This was the best open house ever prepared by CN that your editor has witnessed. Every detail seemed to be covered, and there was something of interest to all.  To the delight of the younger visitors test your skill games, live animals, handcar rides, and model trains were on display, while the older visitors tried out simulators and the pitch and catch RC GP9RM 7246. Other locomotives on display included: CN ES44DC 2245, C44-9W 2594, SD70M-2 8957, GP38-2W 4805, SD60F 5551, and CN Business Car “Louis Joliet”.   Shuttle buses and an AMT train with an F40 on each end shuffled the visitors back and forth over the CN Montreal Sub between Central Station and the yard. (J-P Cadieux photos with thanks) 
PHOTOS
CRO is very privileged to have obtained this CN Woodcrest Shop printout of locomotives on hand in storage at Homewood Yard (as of July 4th, 2011), through our very kind contact.  The list shows serviceable (SSVR) and heavy bad order (HBOB) locomotives, as well as the arrival of the unit, when it was stored, current status and owner.  Included are the CN/IC E9’s, many GTW SD's, WC GP40's, BCOL B39-8E’s, B&LE SD38-2 and SD45T-2’s (SD40T-3), and numerous CN and IC units.  (No use of this list on other websites without permission of CRO) 
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/2011/july11/woodcrestpdf.pdf
On June 1st Brandan Kilgore snapped recently painted GTW GP38-2 5855 on the Joliet Sub at Glenn Yard, in Chicago Illinois. 

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=365556&nseq=31
Connor Megaffin caught CN train 148 With NCLX MP2000D #2003. on June 9th at Speyside  (between Burlington, ON and Toronto Yard).
This unit is for NOVACOR CHEMICALS in Sarnia, Ontario. 

nlcx2003conormegaffin 

On May 26th Chris Paulhamus photographed B&LE SD45T-3 906 and a sister tunnel motor depart the Proctor Yard, in Minnesota with a long cut of empty ore empties.
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=365036&nseq=66
Joe Ferguson submitted these shots of CN 9473 only minutes out of the paint shop at Centralia, IL March 22, and GTW 5817 in only its second coat of paint since delivery fresh out of Centralia, IL May 4th 
Cn9473joeferguson

Joe Ferguson noted the consist of the month on June 1st after he caught the E. St. Louis - Du Quoin, IL CN train had EJE 703/EJE 670/NCLX 2003/CN 105/INRD 301/INRD 3001 for power.   (Sorry we did not receive a photo of this lash-up to share with our readers-Ed) 
Ron Cady photographed the refurbished "Agawa Canyon Tour Train" equipment returned to CN's former Algoma Central Railway for the start-up of the 2011 season. CN F40PH #105,originally purchased for Amtrak, previously pulled the Rio Grande Ski Train. The new paint really sparkles in the late afternoon sunshine at Trout Creek and at Ashigan in Sault Ste. Marie region. 

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=366197&nseq=33
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=366196&nseq=43
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=366197&nseq=45
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=366196&nseq=46
Mike Garza caught freshly painted CN F40PH 105 in her new Agawa Canyon livery after arrival at the Woodcrest Shop on June 6th.  Woodcrest prepared her for service and likely applied the new Agawa Canyon Train lettering.   Pierre Ozorak’s photo shows the previous paint scheme  when acquired by CN last year. 
algoma2mikegarza

http://www.flickr.com/photos/53936572@N07/5772702753/
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/2009/9/105.jpg
CN M335 was photographed by Dan Braun preparing to head north from the Neenah Controlled Siding to the Fox River Sub with IC 2457 (C40-8W), CN 2189 (C40-8W), CN 8875 (SD70M-2), and CN 105 (F40PH).                                                                                             http://www.flickr.com/photos/danbraun/5822650493/  http://www.flickr.com/photos/danbraun/5823214040/
Dan also clicked the cab details of CN F40PH 105, including strobes, new red light, and covered class lights.     http://www.flickr.com/photos/danbraun/5823212588/
Thanks to a tip from a Canadian friend, Dan was expecting these C40-8M's to come on Q198. Instead, they came on M346 which crosses paths with Q198 in Winnipeg, MB. The rare lash-up of three cowl units included two BCOL painted units with the lead CN GE.  http://www.flickr.com/photos/danbraun/5825696771/
George Redmond was first to photograph (ex-BNSF) CN C40-8W 2197 fresh from the paint shop near the CN engine facility at Centralia, Il, June 14th. 

Cn2197georgeredmond

George also clicked patched CN C40-8W 2139 looking very good in her former BNSF Warbonnet. The locomotive is destined for repaint at the Centralia paint shop, and was shot at the Centralia engine facility  June 10th and again on the 12th. 
Cn2139georgeredmond

PICTURE #2 
Joe Ferguson snapped CN 2153 after painting at Centralia June 6th and CN 2156 in patched BNSF Warbonnet awaiting paint at Centralia May 4th.   

Cn2100joeferguson

CN ex-BNSF C40-8W roundup as of July 1st 2011:   

In full CN Livery: 

2099 -(painted at Centralia in April 2011, released in May) 

2136 – NEW (released from Centralia Paint Shop in JUNE)

2138 - (painted at Centralia) 

2141 -  (painted at Woodcrest)

2144 - (painted at Centralia - out of service at Symington)
2146 –(painted at Centralia) 

2147 - (painted at Centralia in April 2011, DIT to Toronto May 21st)
2148 - (painted at Woodcrest)

2151 - (painted at Centralia).

2152-  (painted at Woodcrest in April 2011) 

2153 – NEW (released from Centralia in JUNE, DIT to Toronto)
2155 –(NEW painted at Centralia in April and RELEASED in JUNE)
2157 - (Painted at Centralia in May 2011)

2161 – NEW Painted at Centralia in JUNE but in complete) 

2163 - (painted at Centralia in April 2011)

2188 - (painted at Centralia in April 2011-out of service in WPG)
2197 – NEW (released from Centralia Paint Shop in JUNE) 
CN 2161 was released from the Centralia Paint Shop June 22nd but is still incomplete as seen in Joe Ferguson’s photo. 

Cn2161gr
After getting painted into CN colours at Centralia Shop in April  CN 2155 was  stored awaiting delivery of needed parts.  On June 21st  the C40-8W  was released from Centralia and almost ready to enter service.  (George Redmond photo)
Cn2155gr

The CN C40-8W’s in service wearing BNSF paint with CN Noodle patches include: 2137, 2145, 2149, 2159, 2175, 2189, 2195, and 2196.  
CN 2154 has been out-of-service since an April 1st engine fire sidelined the locomotive.   

A number of  CN C40-8W’s still in BNSF paint have still not been activated and are stored awaiting work and CN paint.  CN 2109, 2139, 2145, 2159, and 2196, 2197, are some of these, all stored at Centralia, Il.
Phil Hall  snapped these cab shots inside an ex-BNSF C40-8W, showing the engineer's and conductors side of CN 2138  at Mac Yard on 6-03-2011.  CN 2138 is former BNSF Dash 8-40CW 806, nee ATSF 806.

inc40philhall

On May 30th, Ron Visockis caught (ex-BNSF) CN C40-8W 2138 on #148 at Belleville, ON May 30th 

Cn2138ronvisockis
James Gardiner was one of the first to catch CN 2153 in fresh paint trailing on 148 Brantford, ON June 16th.  Missing headlights, ditchlights and more, it is likely bound for the Toronto Diesel Shop  for completion.

Cn2153jamesgardiner

GTW GP38-2 4929 was repainted at the CN Centralia Shop in June and is seen in George Redmond’s photo sharing turntable tracks with CN C4o-8 2109 and C40-9W 2099 June 14th.  
Gtw4929georgeredmond

In mid-June, BCOL B39-8E’s 3901, 3909, and 3911 were pulled out of the storage line at Woodcrest, IL, and prepared for movement.  Six of these former BC RAIL GE’s have now departed Woodcrest  and were sent to the Centralia Shop for two days posibly to remove traction motors as  they may been sold for scrap or possibly o become NRE gensets.   George Redmond caught IC 1026, UP 4074, CN 5643, with BCOL 3910, 3902, 3904, 3909, 3901, 3911 in transit on train M336 southbound from Centralia, Il.on June 18th. CN train A43291-20 out of Decatur, Illinois dropped these off in the CN yard at Fulton, Kentucky June 2oth destined for NRE Paducah, KY.  
Bcolgeorgeredmond

http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2598040
On June 11th, Kim Kafura clicked this colourful CN  consist IC 2457, CN 2189, CN 8875, CN 105 entering Neenah, Yard in Wisconsin.
Cn2457kimkafura

Guy-Pascal Arcoutte caught SOPOR 4998 on CN 401 moving westbound at Ste-Ambroise street crossing in St-Henri, QC  (CN Montreal Sub) on June 15th.
Sopor4998gpa
Ex-CN  Z-1-a electric 6712 that had been stored at a the Town of Mount Royal Municipal Garage was scrapped  in early June by D.P. Metal of St-Urban Premier. The locomotive built in the early 1900’s was cut in half and trucked to their yard in St. Urban Premier.  Some parts have been salvaged to replace some stolen from CN Z-1-a 6711 on display at Exporail.  Here are some photos of the salvage crew at work from Charlie DeJean. 

cn6712charliedejean

Reports that the famous railfan “foamer” bridge over Bayview Junction being closed down for the summer at Canada’s busiest railroad hotspot may were exaggerated.  The Royal Botanical Gardens has closed down the little garden that the bridge leads to, and now has erected a fence halfway across. However, Mike Lindsey and other CRO readers visisted the spot and report the bridge is still 90% usable but you can no longer shoot at the lower level. Some photo angles are now  gone, but it's still a great place to railfan. 
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10150640833185623&set=o.287488550757&type=1&theater
On June 10th, Chris Gertz was fortunate to catch CN train 384 in Paris, Ontario with three GTW units: CN Dash-840CM 2408, CN SD70I 5628, GTW 5856 (OLS livery), GTW4906(both in GTW Burdaiken blue)  4906, and GTW 4916 (CN Woodcrest “fat Numbers” repaint).   

Gtwchrisgertz

In mid-June all CN GMD1m’s had been removed from mainline service as a trailing unit and on locals, and are earmarked for retirement or may be assigned yard service.Transport Canada has deemed the cab glass not rated for mainline use.  
The Canadian Ministry of Transportation demanded the temporary closure of Highway 401 in both directions at Oshawa, Ontario June 10th  as work crews removed the CN Oshawa Railway Bridge at Front Street spanning  the 401, with the tracks going due north into town.  
For CN Family Day’s in Saskatoon, SK, CN SD70M-2 8823 transported employees families from CN Point St-Charles-built caboose 79825 from the Saskatoon yard to  MP15 Rosetown sub @ 5:40pm arriving back @ 8:30pm. 
On June 2nd, Mike Garza shot IC GP38-2 9631 working Markham Yard adjacent to the Woodcrest Shops.  Mike also caught Southwest Pennsylvania (SWP) GP11 2001 in a fresh marooon paint at NRE-Dixmoor June 3rd. The livery bears a resemblance to the Mass Coastal GP50 2010. 
Cn9631mikegarza
WC 2006 was repainted into CN livery  

Carrying Industries and Safety Manufacturing & Testing Ltd. is a company in Edmonton, Alberta  that does various different safety & fall protection for different industries, including on bridges with rail equipment. Apparently they can move this ex-CN caboose back and forth.  (Doug McKenzie).
Caboosecarlschnurr

John Leeming clicked RMRX 8014 East (with borrowed CN SD60F 5511) on the Columbia River Bridge at Revelstoke, BC with RMR Train #3 on June 4th.

Rmr2johnleeming
Hugues St. Pierre clicked this shot aboard Rocky Mountaineer train #612 (Whistler to Vancouver) as they crossed the Cheakamus  Canyon Bridge  (mile 55.0  on the Squamish Sub), British Columbia May 22nd. 

rmrhugnesstpierre

CN VIGNETTES: 

Peter Cox clicked for eastbound SD40’s led by CN 5113 at Albreda BC enroute to Jasper, AB on 7/05/73. 

Derek Henderson submitted his friend Gord Billinghurst’s shot of 

(large noodle) CN GP-9 4532 at the diamond in Brampton, Ontario on  June 24th 1987.
Cn4532gordbillinghurst

Quite an eclectic group of engines A B&LE SD45T-2 (SD40T-3) and two Black IC SD40-2's meet A DMIR SD38-2,BLE SD45T-2 and a GTW GP38-2 at Iron Jct. Iron Minn 1/27/2011... Wm Beecher Jr. photo.
6221williambeecher
CANADIAN PACIFIC

NEW MOTIVE - POWER:  CP has announced a new order for 61 ES44AC’s from General Electric.  They will be constructed at the GE plant in Erie, PA and are to be numbered CP 8900-8960.   Currently, there are no GE locomotive orders from any other Canadian railway. 

On the morning of May 31st Wayne D. Shaw shot this spectacular consist on CP train 247!  The early morning mist still obscures the Niagara Escarpment in the background, but has lifted enough to allow the sun to shine on this colorful lash-up  of  five SD40-2s and an SD60 trailing the GE AC4400CW.  Eastbound and approaching the 6th Line in the middle of the Hornby Dip are CP 8603, CITX 3066, SOO 6029, NREX 8401, CITX 3088, NREX 8090 and CP 6046.

http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=365810
Andy Cassidy’s photo really accentuates the lines of the GE AC4400CW. Here we have a trip of AC4400CWs with the CEFX 1049 leading the CP 9511 and 9534 into Haig with grain Empties East At Haig, Mile 40.1, Cascade Sub  2011 05 25.  These are all GE AC4400CW's. As can be seen, the CEFX GE has had a replacement heater unit supplied by CP. 
Cefx1049andycassidy

Paul Smith sent us photos showing CP SD40-2F 9015 and 9018 after the crude oil has been washed off following the level crossing collision with the oil tanker  lasy month in Alberta.  Pretty amazing how good they turned out, it is all in using the right stuff needed to clean the black oil off.  In early June the units were sent to Progress Rail for repairs.  The third unit in the collision an AC4400CW was cleaned up as well.

Cp9018paulsmith

Last month CP repainted AC4400CW 9733 into the new scheme without the CP Beaver.   It was seen at St-Luc Diesel Shop June 5th. 

CP GP38-2`s 3038, 3048, 3066, 3111, and SOO 4446 arrived via CN to Progress Rail, Mayfield KY for overhaul and repaint.  Soo Line 4515 is currently Bad Order in St. Paul will be added to this group at a later date.    

CP leased locomotives on the property on June: 

CEFX (AC4400CW) 1002, 1006, 1007, 1014, 1018-1020, 1023, 1024, . 1026-1059.

CEFX (SD40-2) 2786, 2790 (in the computer as CEFX 2790 but is lettered CITX 2790), 2791, 2797, 2802, 2803, 3109, 3112, 3117, 3120, 3121, 3127, 3128, 3130, 3133, 3137, 3139, 3143, 3145, 3148, 3149, 3151, 3155, 3163m 3164, 3166, 3168, 3172, 3173, 3175, 3176, 3181, 3182, 3183, 3184, and 3188. (CEFX 3106. 3109, 3137 3160, 3165 are now off lease). 
CITX (SD40-2) 2783, 2785, 2792, 2794, 2796, 2799, 2804, 3008,         

3024, 3026, 3032, 3035, 3036, 3053-3067, 3070-3075, 3077-3083, 3086, 3088-3092, 3095, 3097-3102, 3105 (lettered CITX, but in the computer as CEFX 3105), 3110, 3157, 3170, 3177. (CITX 3020 and 3093 are now off lease) 

NREX (SD40-2) 4403, 5542, 5581, 5661, 5777, 5823, 6301, 6309, 7003, 7212, 7223, 7237, 7246, 7275, 7287, 7349, 7356, 7360, 7370, 7374, 7931, 8092, 8096, 8099, 8401.
HLCX (SD40-2): 6206, 6299, 6340, 6341, 6844, 7003, 7008, 7009, 7161, 7191, 7193, 7205, 7230, 7231, 7233, 8033, 8085, 8089, 8139, 8163,

8176, and JFDX 8045.
The ethanol trains keep rolling and almost always with interesting power assignments!!  On May 31, Bill Sanderson caught CP eastbound ethanol train #666 pauses for a crew change at the depot in Smiths Falls, Ont.  The 85 tank cars plus one idler car behind the units are being powered by CPR SD40-2 #5698, CSXT ES44DC #5447 and CPR SD40-2 #6060.   #5698 is one of five SD40-2’s (#5671, #5672, #5690, #5697, #5698) assigned to the D&H in Binghamton, NY and equipped with special cab signals to operate on former NYC trackage in the northeast corridor.  
cp5698billsanderson
In mid-June, CP was finishing up their work to install a Centralized Traffic Control signal system on the Brockville Subdivision. During the week of June 13th, this new signal system will be undergoing testing,  It is expected the new system will be in service around June 17th for final testing. 
Doug McKenzie took the following shots at the CP Ogden Shop in June.  From what rumors we hear the paint booth could be the first victim and could be coming down as soon mid-July at the same time the Steel car shop closes.   The CPR Steam program may also be moving into the other half of the Steel car shop, which will allow them to store all their equipment under cover.  

Ogdencarlschnurr

These images of the Empress ES44AC 8877 and F9B 1900 were taken June 8th with a 19 car business train preparing to leave Calgary for Regina, Saskatchewan. CP President Fred Green and other dignitaries were aboard the 19 car CP business train which arrived in Regina June 9th. The occasion was the announcement that CP would be locating its new Regina intermodal terminal on a 300 acre site at the Global Transportation Hub on the western edge of Regina. This special train may have marked the first time all 9 cars of the steam program plus all 10 cars of the Royal Canadian Pacific were together in one consist, much less behind the immaculate 4-6-4 Hudson. (Cor van Steenis) 
cn2816corvansteenis

cp2816corvansteenis2

Cp2816corvansteenis3

Former CP SD40-2 5643 is seen repainted JLCX 5643 and is now leased to Prairie Mines and Royalty Ltd, a division of Sherritt Coal, operates a 12 mile railway between their Poplar River lignite mine and SaskPower's Poplar River power station.  They have two locomotives, LLPX 6949 and PRMX 6973, both SD40-2's.  The 6973 is need of repair and rebuilding.  (See more of this story in SHORTLINES) 

 Jlcx5643kenmccutcheon
After the train turned on the 12th Street wye, we headed off for Strangmuir and points further east on the Brooks Subdivision; with the speed of this train after it leaves Calgary's environs one doesn't have a chance of keeping up; one has to miss some photos to be ahead and get any photos.

On June 23rd a CP freight derailed 17 freight cars in the Kootenay region of the Rocky Mountains near Albert Canyon, Alberta. Click on the link to get details, photos and a video: 

http://www.bclocalnews.com/kootenay_rockies/revelstoketimesreview/news/124324369.html?mobile=true
This image was taken by Kevin Dunk while at work up in Golden, BC.  While heading to  the old CP Rogers pusher station Kevin caught the eastbound Rocky Mountaineer approaching with RMR 8011 ‘Pride of Kamloops’ (nee-CN GP40-2LW 9595 and RMR GP40-2 8017 (ex-PC 3114) racing through Golden for Calgary with the latest paint scheme on the Rocky Mountaineer Railtours trainset  
Rmr8011kevindunk

John Leeming caught RMR 8014 Westbound at Mile 117-8 on Shuswap Sub June 1st, with CP AC4400CW 9750 assisting.  The other photo shows the RMR train arriving at Lorne Street Station in Kamloops, BC.  Leased to the RMR, genset NREX 2020 was in the shop for repairs in early June and has returned to service.  As well CN SD60F 5511 was  borrowed in early June on  the Kamloops to Calgary RMR train and operated as the trailing unit. 
Rmrjohnleeming

May 31st 2011, A. J. Shewan got word from a friend that a barge had struck the Mission CP Railway bridge around 1230pm and was wedged in there pretty good. I took the little one and we went down to check it out. I got some photos of the barge wedged in and came back after they had gotten it free to take some more. I uploaded them to my pbase site. Feel free to have a look.
http://www.pbase.com/ashewan/barge
The first train through was after 6pm sometime in the form of a CP westbound.  
CP VIGNETTES: 
GREAT SHOT!   Derek Henderson’s friend Gord Billinghurst took this great shot of CP Rail C424 4203 June 24, 1987 on a visit to Brampton in 1987. Gord Billing hurst also took this great “Meet”  with CP RAIL SD40 5508 passing on the mainline with “The Empress of Agincourt” RSD17 8921 woth a transfer in West Toronto on May 30th  1980.

Cp5508gordbillinghurst

GREAT CATCH!  CP Rail #85-leaving Ottawa Walkey Yard-05/02/87.  CP had leased some Santa Fe GP38's due to a power shortage.  Some were Canadian leaders, and some were not as this one. Bruce Chapman had the St-Luc Shop foreman  Tom Wilson, line up #85 with C424  4200 and the ATSF unit, after he told Brucethe ATSF geep couldn't lead. Tom didn't really like putting the 4200 in the lead as CP crews often whined about the poor seats in this unit. CP 4200 had been CP's first “2nd generation” MLW, numbered 8300 at the time, later renumbered 4200, and it had received some parts from retired RS10 8474, which had been in a derailment at Stardale Ontario on the M&O Subdivision in 1964. The A CN unit is rare on a CP train but CP had also leased some RS18's from Canadian National. One of them had been used at Gatineau Quebec, across the river from Ottawa, in the Canadian International Paper plant that CP switched. Bruce noticed that our magnetic board in the old Operations Centre had no 'date stickers' on any of the CNR units that were on lease and they'd been on lease for some time. So he asked the mechanical supervisor who was sitting at the back corner desk of our office in Windsor Station, Montréal: «When is CNR 37xx due inspection?"  He got out the St.Luc data sheets, and here it was due that very day for its 92-day inspection.  So I had to bother poor old Tom at St.Luc to see if he had any clunkers that we could put on the tail end of #85 to come off at Gatineau to change out an inspection.  After the usual grumbling, he came up with another CN RS18, and I asked him to put it on the tail end of #85's power on idle for Gatineau, which he did. Then Bruce called local railfan Ross Harrison saying that #85 had a Santa Fe unit trailing, in case he wanted to take any pix. Ross was up on the Bank Street bridge at the west end of Walkley Yard and got #85 backing into the yard. For some reason, the Montreal train dispatcher had run him as a work extra from Gatineau to Ottawa and return, don't know why, but that's why he is flying white flags. (But this is CTC territory, and white flags were not required in CTC territory, but then what do train crews know??)

I'll surely get a blast for that one!!  Bruce was surprised when Ross sent the pix with the CN unit on the train, but apparently the CP crew was trying to save a switch move at Gatineau, so they set off the good unit, and lifted the inspection unit on the way west.

Cp4200rossharrison

On July 27, 1993, Bill Sanderson shot this CP westbound Calgary-Vancouver grain train #351 snaking its way through the bowels of the Lower Kicking Horse River Canyon.  The 103-car freight is being powered by SD40-2's #5869, #6026 and #5723 on the head end with #5708 and #5930 operating under Locotrol at mid-train  The train is passing the west end of Glenogle siding near Mile 29 of the Mountain subdivision, about six miles east of Golden, B.C.  

Grainbillsanderson

VIA RAIL CANADA

Senior VIA News Editor Tim Hayman

VIA News Editor Terry Muirhead:

vianews@canadianrailwayobservations.com 

VIA LRC rebuild car 3317 was released from IRSI on june 8th, the second of VIA Rail's rebuilt LRC coaches to be completed, and headed west on VIA 15.  It arrived in VIA Montreal Maintence Centre June 9th.  It and rebuilt LRC car 3315 have been noted on VIA Trains 22 and 24.  Pierre Fournier clicked 3317 & 3315 on the 620 being turned around behind the station at Québec on June 19th.  

331517pf
Ron Visockis caught VIA P42DC 906 leading Train #51 at Belleville, ON May 31st.  Tim Hayman compiled a Special Report on the VIA’s European “Renaissance” passenger cars below. 
via906ronvisockis

The VIA RENAISSANCE CARS … “The first 9-Years”. 

                                (by Tim Hayman - VIA Editor)

 

In the early 1990s, a new overnight train service was proposed to operate between Britain and Europe, traveling through the Channel Tunnel, and operating with a fleet of cars based on the British MK-4 design and built by Metropolitan-Cammell/Alstom. The train would be made up of sleeper cars, long distance coaches, and lounge/service cars, and would be dubbed “Nightstar”. Construction of the car fleet began in 1992, but by 1999 the entire project had been cancelled due to skyrocketing costs, airline competition, and poor planning. This left the 139 cars, in various stages of completion, sitting in storage. Alstom agreed to attempt to find a buyer for the cars. 

In 2000, VIA Rail took delivery of a coach-service car-sleeper set for extensive testing between Ottawa and Montreal (hauled by LRC locomotive 6905). Following successful tests, VIA agreed to purchase the entire 139 cars from Alstom for a mere $130 million, a bargain for the number of “new” cars aquired. These cars, along with the soon to be aquired P42DCs, heralded in the so-called “Renaissance of passenger rail in Canada”.

By 2002, the cars had been prepared for service by Thunder Bay’s Bombardier plant. Now dubbed as the “Renaissance” fleet, they entered revenue service on corridor trains between Montreal and Quebec City, on the Ocean, and on the  short-lived Enterprise. 14 coaches were outfitted as VIA 1/Business Club cars, and 33 as Economy coaches. Of the 57 sleeper cars only 28 were finished as sleepers, 29 remained as empty shells, 3 sleeper shells were outfitted as dining cars, 9 as baggage cars, and 3 as “transition cars” to facilitate attaching a Park car to the end of the Ocean. There were also 20 service cars.

Given that the “Nightstar” two-tone green paint was still under warranty, VIA elected not to repaint the cars, but rather to simply add yellow striping and the appropriate VIA logos. This resulted in an entirely new set of colours entering the fleet, and would eventually lead to VIA’s shift away from its traditional blue, towards the now dubbed “Renaissance green”. The newly ordered P42DC locomotives would receive a paint scheme designed to match these cars as well as the LRCs, a scheme that would eventually grace the rebuilt F40PH-2d locomotives, and inspire the new paint on the rebuilt LRC coaches.  Inside and out, the cars underwent many upgrades and modifications to make them compatible for Canadian service, including electrical system overhauls, and “winterization” work. Surprisingly though, most cars retained their “Euro” couplers, and only baggage cars were actually outfitted with standard knuckles (interestingly, the first Enterprise trains were pulled by F40s with European style couplers added to the rear!).

The Renaissance cars have now operated for 9 years, and have had more than their share of teething problems. Winters have been the worst, with problems such as doors freezing open occurring due to the cars being designed for a more temperate climate. Accessibility issues also arose, forcing VIA to make extensive modifications to the cars to comply with disability access requirements. In 9 years, the cars have seen more modifications than many will see in their service lives, and continue to pose problems for VIA in terms of high operating costs and new issues that frequently arise. However, there is no doubt that the Renaissance cars have been an invaluable asset for VIA in the last decade. It allowed for the fleet to expand considerably, and for more Budd-built HEP-1 cars to be freed up for the Canadian and other services, as well as freeing LRC and HEP-2 cars up to expand corridor services. Despite having some ongoing problems, the cars were exactly the sort of bargain VIA needed, and at the right time, to make a significant fleet expansion.

 

 

VIA LOCOMOTIVE FLEET STATUS REPORT 

(As of June 16, 2011 by Tim Hayman – VIA Editor)
 

Unit#

Status



Notes

P42DC

900

Active

901

Active

902

Active 

Damaged by fire (August, 2009), repaired and repainted Renaissance green, w/ no Canada wordmark

903

Wrecked March 18, 2011.   Currently stored awaiting repairs.

904

Active

First equipped with emergency horns

905

Active

906

Active

907

Active


908

Active

909

Active

910

Active

911

Active

912

Active

913

Active

914

Active

915

Active

916

Active

917

Active

Repainted Renaissance Green

918

Active

919

Active

920

Active

Note: All P42DC locomotives have been equipped with a third headlight mounted above the headlights and below the numberboards. VIA has recently begun installing emergency horns located above the cab of the locomotive to comply with new Transport Canada recommendations.

F40PH-2d

6400

CAD Rebuild prototype
Wrecked February 2010

6401

Rebuilt, Active
(former “Spiderman 2”)

6402

Rebuilt, Active

6403

Rebuilt, Active
(former CBC unit)

6404

Non-rebuilt, Active
3rd headlight (former Kool-Aid and “Spiderman 2”)

6405

At CAD for rebuild
(former Kool-Aid unit)

6406

Rebuilt, Active
(former “Spiderman 2” and Kool-Aid unit)

6407

Rebuilt, Active

6408

Non-rebuilt, Active
3rd headlight, Coors Light “Silver Bullet” (former “Spiderman 2”)

6409

At CAD for rebuild

6410

Rebuilt, Active

6411

Rebuilt, Active 
(former Kool-Aid and Operation Lifesaver)

6412

At CAD for rebuild

6413

Non-rebuilt, Active
3rd headlight
(former “Spiderman 2”)

6414

Non-rebuilt, Loto-Quebec Promo Scheme, Active

6415

Non-rebuilt, Active

6416

Rebuilt, Active

6417

Rebuilt, Active

6418

At CAD for rebuild

6419

Non-rebuilt, Active

6420

Non-rebuilt, Active
3rd headlight

6421

Non-rebuilt, Active
3rd headlight

6422

Wrecked 1999 
(retired 2001)

6423

Wrecked 1999

6424

Non-rebuilt, Active
3rd headlight, and “VIA Rail Canada” logo on side (former Budweiser, “Spiderman 2”, and Kool-Aid)

6425

Rebuilt, Active

6426

Non-rebuilt, Active

6427

Non-rebuilt, Active

6428

Non-rebuilt, Active

6429

Rebuilt, Active 
(former Home Hardware and Telus)

6430

Wrecked 1999

(retired 2001)

6431

Rebuilt, Active

6432

Rebuilt, Active
(former Kool-Aid unit)

6433

Rebuilt, Active
(former Kool-Aid unit)

6434

Rebuilt, Active
(Former “Spiderman 2”)

6435

Non-rebuilt, Active
3rd headlight

6436

Rebuilt, Active

6437

Rebuilt, Active

6438

At CAD for rebuild

6439

Rebuilt, Active
(former Kool-Aid unit)

6440

Non-rebuilt, Active
3rd headlight

6441

Non-rebuilt, Active
3rd headlight

6442

Rebuilt, Active

6443

Rebuilt, Active

6444

Rebuilt, Active

6445

Non-rebuilt, Active
3rd headlight, Coors Light “Silver Bullet”

6446

Non-rebuilt, Active
3rd headlight, and “VIA Rail Canada” logo on side

6447

Wrecked 1997

(retired 1998)

6448

At CAD for rebuild

6449

Rebuilt, Active

6450

Wrecked 2000

(retired 2001)

6451

Non-rebuilt, Active
3rd headlight

6452

Rebuilt, Active

6453

Non-rebuilt, Active 
3rd headlight 
(former Kool-Aid unit)

6454

Rebuilt, Active
(former Kool-Aid unit)

6455

Rebuilt, Active

6456

Rebuilt, Active

6457

Rebuilt, Active

6458

Rebuilt, Active

*6407 is the most recent unit to be released from CAD, while 6405 and 6412 have just been delivered to CAD.

Units 6400 to 6419 were originally class GPA-30a, 6420-6429 were GPA-30b, and 6430-6458 were GPA-30c. 6400, when rebuilt, was class GPA-30d. All other rebuilt units are now class GPA-30h.

F59PH 
RBRX 18520
ex-GO Transit unit on lease

RBRX 18522
ex-GO Transit unit on lease

RBRX 18523
ex-GO Transit unit on lease

*All RBRX leased units have been in service on VIA services from Montreal to Jonquiere and Senneterre.

FP9ARM

6300

VMC Switcher, currently inactive

Involved in Hinton AB wreck (1986), rebuilt with cab of KCS F7A 4062

SW1000

202

Active
MMC switcher

204

Active
MMC switcher

 
Ron Visockis clicked VIA 6440 with new trucks on May 22, as the F40PH-2 passed through Belleville, Ontario on train no.57.

Viatruckronvisockis

In mid-June Ron also photographed the new train station at Belleville now under construction right next to the old depot. 

bellevilleronvisockis

After being moved from the roundhouse in Victoria, the two VIA Budd cars now stored under protective tarps on Vancouver Island at Nanaimo, BC in Wilcox Yard since VIA service has been shut down due to track and structural repairs needed on much of the E&N line. As previously reported, VIA will terminate bus substitution service on the line, leaving all VIA services on Vancouver Island suspended indefinitely.

Once again this summer VIA Rail will be offering “Bike Train” services, which allow riders to conveniently check their bikes in the baggage cars on select departures throughout Ontario and Quebec. VIA has expanded this service this year by adding baggage cars to more trains, and now offers bike trains services on trains between Toronto and London, Windsor, Ottawa, and Montreal, as well as between Montreal and Quebec City, Ottawa, Jonquiere, and Senneterre. The service is offered from June 6 to October 31 this year, and will cost riders a $20 fee per direction for their bike.
GO TRANSIT  & AMT COMMUTER 
GO news editor Daniel Dell’Unto:

GO Transit commuter trains from Kitchener to Toronto, Ontario are on schedule to begin by early December 2011. A one-way trip from Kitchener to Union Station in Toronto will take two hours for an estimated cost of  $14.60, the same as the current bus fare. A one-way trip from Guelph, Ontario would cost $11.70. The GO Transit commuter trains will operate over the Goderich-Exeter Railway’s (GEXR) Guelph Subdivision from Kitchener to Georgetown and then over CN trackage into Toronto. Plans are for two trains departing each morning, Monday to Friday and the two trains will return in the afternoon and evening. There is currently no weekend service scheduled, however a schedule may be released within two months. Construction has begun on a $5-million layover facility in Kitchener that will see the storage of GO Transit trains overnight. The transit hub will be served by VIA Rail, Grand River Transit, Greyhound and GO Transit. 

GO is also launching increased service on its Barrie train line starting in September, Ontario Transportation Minister Kathleen Wynne announced Wednesday. There will be another morning and evening train daily to serve 650 more commuters on the line that already attracts 12,000 riders a day."But I think the numbers will go way beyond that. Every time we expand service, the ridership outstrips the service," said Wynne. Barrie will also get another station in the fall. The Allandale station on the waterfront will provide 120 more parking

spots, in addition to the 620 at the Barrie south station. ... Although the additional trip is good news, local councilors are already clamouring for weekend service, something that isn't yet scheduled, she said. Since it restored the Barrie service in 2007, GO has been running eight trains a day up the line - four in each direction. The trip takes about 1 hour and 50 minutes with stops. The Barrie train was cut in 1993 but has exceeded ridership expectations since GO re-launched the commuter service.
AMT - Agence Metropolitaine de Transport 
AMT news editor Jean-Francois Turcotte:

amtnews@canadianrailwayobservations.com
The first of the new Bombardier-built dual mode locomotives arrived in Montreal (after arrival at the Port in Newark, NJ), to VIA MMC in early June.   AMT  ALP45DP 1350 is part of a tag-on order with New Jersey Transit.  The  AMT locomotives weight 288000lbs (130 metric tons) each.  The engine sits on a multi axle float to support the weight during the crossing of the ocean, and they sit the engine on a crib inside the ship tied it down .  On arrival in Newark ,they roll the float under the crib and raise the engine and roll out of the vessel to the trackage in the yard, three cranes then  to lift on to the track  We have included a comprehensive BBD video that  outlines in detail the complex challenges in transport of this engine to North America from Europe. In mid-June AMT 1350 was  semt to American Motive Power (AMP) in Pointe St. Charles for short term storage.  
http://tinyurl.com/4j7hzya
electricjeanfrancoisturcotte

AMT’s Roadmap to Electrification

On June 9th, as AMT’s first dual-mode ALP45DP #1350 was being unveiled to the media in Pointe St-Charles, highlights of the long-sought study on electrification were also being made public.
The study reveals electrifying the Mascouche, Vaudreuil and St-Jérôme lines would produce the highest economical benefits, mainly by shielding AMT against future fuel cost hikes, saving AMT up to 150 million $ over the next 30 years. It would also remove from the atmosphere 95000 tons of greenhouse gases per year, plus numerous other pollutants such as soot and nitrogen oxide, as well as reduce the noise levels for residents along the tracks. AMT also expects the conversion to produce minor run time improvements (up to 14%) because of the electric motors’ faster acceleration. 
However, both south shore lines (Candiac and St-Hilaire) are not likely candidates for electrification, mainly because of the high infrastructure costs to adapt CP’s St.Lawrence Bridge and CN’s Victoria Bridge (the latter up to 93 million $ alone). 
Quebec’s Transport Minister Sam Hamad confirmed the same day that Quebec would fund the step-by-step electrification of the Mascouche, Vaudreuil and St-Jérôme line by 2020, at a cost up to 1.5 billion $. Partner Hydro-Québec will provide the electricity from renewable hydraulic and wind sources.
Sources: http://www.cyberpresse.ca/actualites/regional/montreal/201106/09/01-4407797-quebec-electrifiera-les-trains-de-banlieue.php
http://blogs.montrealgazette.com/2011/06/09/ready-for-montreal-new-amt-locomotives-to-be-tested-in-extreme-temperatures/
AMT increases Service to Compensate Mercier Bridge Closure:
On June 14th, Quebec’s Transport Minister unexpectedly closed the Mercier Bridge to all southbound traffic on account of structural faults. The closure will last all summer, and will undoubtedly deepen further the nightmare south shore commuters must endure (nearby Champlain bridge is also experiencing a faulty structure).
AMT responded by increasing service on the Candiac line using the parallel but unaffected CP St.Lawrence Bridge. Link to the expanded schedule, starting on June 16th 2011:
http://www.amt.qc.ca/Uploadedfiles/AMT/Site_Usager/Train/Ligne_Delson-Candiac/Depliant_DL.pdf
Added trains are: AMT #70, 72, 73, 74, 75 and 77.
Regular service is normally run with 3 train sets made of F40 or F59 locomotive and 5 new Multilevels (3000 series). A fourth train set and perhaps a fifth train will be required to provide the extra service. Fortunately, AMT has no rolling stock shortage at present times, with all 700 and 2000 series coaches in temporary storage.
In mid-June AMT begun double tracking the CP line in Laval, (Blainville/St. Jerome commuter line), north of St. Martin Junction, (CP Maurice Richard Control Point), all the way to St. Rose, in Laval. There are surveyor's markers indicating the second track and machinery positioned for the job.  Panel track is positioned near the Decarie Bridge for the temporary railway span on a fill near the McGill Hospital Glen site, (CP Westmount Sub).  The new bridge like the old one will be a three track bridge.  As well it's official, AMT has purchased the CP (Montreal & Ottawa) M&O Sub between Dorion and Rigaud, QC.
Departing Ste-Therese Bound for Montreal Park Acenue Station, Lorence Toutant clicked AMT 180 heads downgrade at Mile 21.8 on the Parc Subdivision with 8 brand new 3000 series Bombardier Multilevel cars on June 10th. 
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=366623&nseq=82
Lorence  also caught Montreal-Hudson AMT train 111  passing the west mileboard for Vaudreuil (mile 3.1 of the M&O subdivision).  Leased from New Jersey Transit, AMT GP40FH-2 4143 is pulling  eight new Bambardier multilevels with help from AMT F40PHR 271 at the rear. 
njt4143lorencetoutant

Mike Berry clicked AMT 293 and  AMT 310 lead a deadheading train east through Montreal West, over the Westminster avenue crossing. This is rare, recently the AMT has had an engine at each end, not two 
at the front. Taken June 10th.  The same day Mike caught AMT 4117, on lease from NJ transit, leading a westbound through Montreal West at rush hour. The train will terminate at Hudson, current end of the line for the (ex-CP M&O) Lakeshore line.

Amtmichaelberry

AMT VIGNETTE:  

Alex Mayes photographed former AMT FP7A 1301 (ex-MUCTC 1301, nee-CP 1427/4071) on the Durbin & Greenbrier Valley's “New Tygart Flyer” crossing the Tygart River as it backs out of the Elkins, WV boarding area on May 29, 2011.  The four hour excursion takes passengers on a 48 mile round trip on the former Western Maryland Railway's GC&E Sub along Shavers Fork of the Cheat River.  At High Falls of the Cheat, passengers can detrain to walk to the 18 foot high, 150 foot wide scenic falls.  Although both FP7s on this train wear the Western Maryland Railway's black and gold scheme, neither are former WM diesels.  The lead unit, No. 243, was originally Canadian Pacific No. 4071, the trailing FP7, No. 67, was originally Clinchfield No. 200.   Lead FP7 No. 243 is flying American flags in observance of Memorial Day. 

wm243alexmayes

CANADIAN LOCOMOTIVE SHOPS

Global Railway Industries: (RB Recycling / CADRAIL):
Units noted at CADRAIL in June included HLCX SD40-2 7191, 7205, 7231 and 7233 on the CP interchange track June 4th and CEFX 3117 has been at CAD for two months .

As well there are six VIA F40PH-2’ at CAD for the rebuild program:  6405, 6409, 6412, 6418, 6438, and 6448.    

CP SD9043Mac 9142 and CP AC4400CW 9505, 9627 were at CAD in June for modifications. 
On his visit to Montreal, Roman Litarchuk clicked the two ex-MEC U18B’s 404 and 407 stored unserviceable, and noted the GE testbed outside on June 4th.  
U18bromanlitarchuk
Industrial Rail Services (IRSI) – Moncton, NB 

VIA LRC rebuild car 3317 was released from IRSI on June 8th, the second of VIA Rail's rebuilt LRC coaches to be completed. It deadheaded west on VIA train #15 and arrived at the VIA Montreal Maintence Centre June 9th. It and rebuilt LRC car 3315 have been noted on VIA Trains 22 and 24.  
331517pf

Clarification to our report last month about IRSI regauging: 

The six export PTKA GT38Ace’s for Indonesia are staying narrow gage but are being put on shop standard gauge trucks only for moving around the IRSI facility.  As of June 15th  the second unit in primer had been painted and was outside the paint shop on standard gauge box car trucks with one more now being painted  The units will be at IRSI until mid July as they are load tested receive electrical upgrades.
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/2011/jun11/sumatra.htm
GreenRailNews.com “Green” Locomotive Roundup

Edited by Jody Moore

http://www.greenrailnews.com
ELECTRO-MOTIVE DIESEL (EMD Inc.)
                                           (By Don McQueen)

Summary of EMDI deliveries during May June 2011:

During the month of May, at least 21 new units were reported shipped from London.

In order 20106395 15 more Ferromex SD70ACes, FXE 4028-4043, were delivered to CN London East for furtherance to UP's Proviso Yard. On June 20th a pair of FXE SD70ACes (4049 & 4050) were at CN London East, Egerton St., at the west end of the yard to be picked up by GEXR.
The six GT38ACes, 20.501 to 20.506, in order 20078996 for the Perusahaan Jawatan Kereta Api (PTKA) line in Sumatra, Indonesia were shipped on KRL flats in various stages of completion to IRSI in Moncton for final work before shipment overseas via Halifax. There were still at that location at month's end.

In addition to the PTKAs being transported to Moncton, 17 FXE units, (three in paint) and three incomplete SD70ACes (trucks, frame and bagged prime mover) two marked QNS&L C-364 and one as EMD C-455 #2012-1, were moved from the plant as part of a management decision to avoid problems if labour negotiation failed to reach a settlement by June 1. GEXR lifted them in a special mover during the early hours of May 25 to Stratford storage until GEXR returned them to the plant in two batches on May 31 and June 1.

Sean Graham-White reported the following units visible at Electro-Motive, Mc Cook IL on June 2nd: EMD 90 SD90MAC-H2 demo, EMDX 7101, GP32ECO demo, EMDX 9501 demo in blue, EMDX SD40-2Rs in storage, 2816, 2820, 2822, 2823, 2825 plus more from this group out of view, UP GP38-2 737, UP GP40-2 1478, and UP 2489.  The SD40-2Rs have been in storage there for many years and are part of the lease fleet.  The UP units are part of various modification and test programs that EMD conducts for customers, installing new equipment and software on 'real world' units for use and testing to see how they hold up under railroad conditions. UP 2489 is scheduled to someday become UP SD59MX 9900 -- why it hasn't entered the program yet hasn't been answered yet.  The other EMD/EMDX units are part of their test fleet and are often at McCook, getting various mods to test before introduction into service on various locomotive types. 
On May 27th Brandon Kilgore caught brand new London-built  Ferromex (FXE) SD70ACe's in transit waiting for departure out of UP Proviso Yard in Chicago enroute to Mexico. 
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=365130&nseq=95
Mike Garza was  surprised to catch brand new NS Sd70ACe 1006 in regular freight service June 5th in the IHB Blue Island Yard at Riverdale IL.   Several of the London-built units were delivered to NS via CN in May.  
Ms1006mikegarza

BHP has announced the following in its weekly notes on 6-03-2011:

Our current locomotive fleet consists of GE Locomotive and EMD Locomotive types. A proposal to replace all the aged GE Locomotive fleet plus the first 13 Non Isolated Cab SD70ACe units was recently approved - that will see an investment over a four year period to replace and upgrade older locomotives to a standard type of locomotive. The first order will be placed in the coming months with the first 12 replacement locomotives slated for delivery in fourth

quarter of financial year 11/12.
SHORTLINES REGIONALS & INDUSTRIALS


WESTERN:

JLCX GP9u 1583 is now Southern Railway of British Columbia (SRY) 128.  In return JLCX has scrapped SRY GP9’s 108 and 128.  Mark Forseille submitted SRY #128 (ex-CP 1583) being completed inside the shops on my last visit on June 12th.   As well Marc clicked JLCX SD40-2 5611 (ex-CP 5611) hooked up for her last ride behind SRY 384 and 382 which was enroute to the ABC Recycling scrap yard in Langley, BC, where the J&L Consulting scraps units.   Remember the photos of the CP 5772 and 5808 in last months CRO? Mark took these at the scrap yard in Langley, BC.  The other two photos are of the ex MRL GP9's #108 and #128 that the SRY was planning on repairing  These are the two units that the SRY traded to J&L Consulting for the present SRY #128, which is former CP #1583. (CP 1583 New Westminster, BC Feb 19 11 Mark Forseille).
Srymf
Cp1583mf

Mark added a shot of the JLCX 1689 in New Wesminster, BC earlier this year.  The former CP GP9u was originally TH&B GP9 402. 
Jlcx1689mf

Ken McCutcheon submitted this photo story about a Sinkhole and a Lake on the GWR and southern Saskatchewan.

Prairie Mines and Royalty Background:

Prairie Mines and Royalty Ltd, a division of Sherritt Coal, operates a 12 mile railway between their Poplar River lignite mine and SaskPower's Poplar River power station.  They have two locomotives, LLPX 6949 and PRMX 6973, both SD40-2's.  The 6973 is need of repair and rebuilding.  It's leaking water into the oil and is being sent down to Progress Rail in Tacoma WA,  fortress USA to have this work done.   Also, it will have the 16 cylinder engine replaced with a 12 cylinder engine and brought up to eco standards. The replacement engine to be used during the absence is JLCX 5643 another SD40-2.  They've been waiting for the arrival of this unit for several weeks. 

JLCX 5643 travelled from Moose Jaw to Assiniboia on CP switcher K31 Tuesday June 14th.  Power 9101-9153-9140.  

Photo No. 1-2   K31 powered by 9101 9153 9140 at the bottom of Crestwynd Hill on the Expanse Sub. Also included in this short train was a dim load of plastic pipe destined for Shaunavon on GWR.  It is the first of 100 plus loads.  Ken also clicked  JLCX SD40-2 5643, closeup. K31 departed MJ at 1430 and arrived Assiniboia 1800.

Sinkhole1

Jlcx5643kenmccutcheon

Great Western Railway (GWR) Background:

Over the last month Saskatchewan received vast quantities of rain in almost Biblical portions.   The Fife Lake Railway from Assiniboia to Coronach, 58 miles is the route JLCX 5643 needs to follow in order to access the Prairie Mines RR. Approximately 1 1/2 miles north of Scout Lake a 200 foot sinkhole developed rendering the track impassable.

GWR went to work and managed to lift the track.  However, it wasn't safe to allow a locomotive to pass over it.  So a plan was devised.   On Wednesday June 15th GWR deadheaded a crew down to Coronach to retrieve PRMX 6973 and five empty ballast cars.  The crew operated northward up to Scout Lake, ran around the cars and pushed them down to the sinkhole.  Meanwhile, another crew ran light engine  GWRS 575 (ex BNSF 575, B40-8W) southward from Assiniboia south to the sinkhole.  At this point  crew number one pushed the ballast cars thru the sinkhole and crew number two coupled onto them, hauling them to Assiniboia for loading and eventual return to the skinhole for dumping  Photo No. 3 shows PRMX 6973 and five empty ballast cars. Photo No. 4   The sinkhole exchange, Photo No. 5   GWRS 575 and the ballast cars northward at Mile 20. 

After the exchange took place a decision was made to allow PRMX 6973 to run thru the sinkhole and continue into Assiniboia

lite eng.   I was not aware of this.  Consequently, later in the day JLCX 5643 was hauled down to Coronach for delivery to Prairie Mines.

I was unaware and missed this move also, so will have to wait until 5643 is operational at the mine to send out any photo's of her.  Photo No. 6   Thursday June 16th GWRS 575 and five loaded ballast cars  dumping at Mile 15 Shaunavon Sub

Sinkhole 3-4

Sinkhole5-

Mark Perry submitted shots of Abitibi Price #30 an MLW-built  2-6-0     on display at Pine Falls, MB and Tembec #7158 a GMDL SW-8  stored O/S, as the plant has now shut down for good, both shot June 20th. 
In the mid to late 70’s the Burlington Northern Manitoba Ltd. used this ex Great Northern 30’ wood caboose for yard and transfer service in the city of Winnipeg MB.  I’m not sure of the original GN number but when it was transferred to the BNML in the mid 70’s, it was renumbered BNML 1974.  I took a shot of it in August 1979, sitting outside the BNML engine house on Lindsay St.   I’m not sure if I ever saw it in service as there was a steel BN 11292 [ex GN] caboose being used in yard and transfer service at the same time as I shot the 1974.  

The 1974 was eventually donated to Midwestern Rail Society sometime in the early 80’s and for awhile, it sat derelict on the west end of VIA’s Union Station awaiting the MWR to develop it’s museum there in the train shed.  The very derelict caboose was finally sold to a private buyer and Mark Perry shot the caboose again sitting in the Arnold Bros Trucking compound in Winnipeg during early June. 
Bnmcaboosemarkperry

Kevin Dunk submiited these great shots of action on the great White Pass after  a week of rail photography from the Extra 2200 magazine folks who organized the photo charter on the White Pass & Yukon Route. 

The first shot has Baldwin 2-8-0 #69 crossing the East Fork of the Skagway R. at Glacier, MP14 on the American Sub.  This loco normally serves as backup to the regular #73, a Baldwin 2-8-2 Mikado, for the regular White Pass steam train services.  

The second shot shows MLW DL-535E #108 with a photo freight at the old Canadian Shed location, MP 21 on the Canadian Subdivision.  The tall wooden structure by the track housed a valve box used for the pipeline during World War II by the US Army, the height of the structure just shows how high the snow drifts can be.  This site was also the location of a pumping station, both the pipeline and pumping station were closed in 1996 and have since been removed.   More info on the historic White Pass & Yukon Route can be seen at their website:  http://wpyr.com
whitepasskevindunk

ONTARIO:
Gone but not forgotten!  On April 12, 2011, a 105-car Ontario Northland manifest freight led by SD75I #2102, SD40-2 #1737 and SD75I #2100 encountered a washout on the ONR’s Temagami Subdivision between the sidings of Feronia (Mile 9.1) and Tomiko (Mile 27.2), about 16.6 miles north of North Bay, Ont.  The three units and four cars on the head end of the train derailed and rolled down an embankment.  The crew suffered only minor injuries, but the three locomotives were heavily damaged.  The derailment occurred in such an inaccessible location that a road had to be constructed through the bush to get equipment to the site.  An aerial shot of the wreck site is at www.ottertooth.com/Temagami/News/11/derailment.htm.  Unit #2102 is apparently repairable, but units #2100 and #1737 have been retired.  Bill Sanderson submitted photos of the two taken in better days. ONR #2100, Englehart, Ont., on May 28, 2005, ONR #1737, at North Bay, Ont., June 16, 2002.

Onr2100billsanderson

Cab modifications continued on RailAmerica (Goderich-Exeter)  SD45T-2 9392 in June at Goderich. This latest locomotive added to the motive-power fleet has yet to turn a wheel of revenue for GEXR.  

Ottawa Central Vignette:   
In Ray Ferand’s the first image, if you turn a blind eye to the fact that there is no van bringing up the markers, you could visualize the Ottawa Roadswitcher somewhere near Osgoode running northbound on the Prescott Sub with the Bedell Turn.  Of course that was then, and this is now.  What we see in fact is OCR 529-531 west of Woodlawn with an all RS-18u lash up reminiscent of what used to run out of Walkley Yard when CP had a terminal here.  What really adds the déjà-vu factor to the scene is the cut of former CP plug-door paper cars behind the power that are enroute to Smurfit-Stone in Portage-du-Fort.  His second image shows OCR 530 is west of Foresters Falls negotiating through the 5°-0’ curve east of the public crossing at M67.7.  This is the second tightest curve on what remains of the Beachburg Sub and with the crossing hidden behind the tailend of the train, is the reason why the brush has been cleared in the foreground.
 
ocr1828raymondfarand

Colin Tytler got a heads up that 450 was coming down and clicked 

CN A45031 June 15th  with  CN 2263  and CN 8836 at Gravenhurst, Ontario with 89 cars. 
QUEBEC:

On June 2nd Ron Visockis caught Roberval & Saguenay GP38-2 #63  in transit on CN westbound through Belleville, Ontario. The geep is enroute to NRE in Capreol, Ontario for repairs.

bellevillerv

On June 2nd, Charlevoix Railway RS18u 1821 was photographed in her new paint scheme for the Tourist train to Le Massif.   The other Charlevoix RS18u 1868 has not yet been seen in new paint.  Except for the white nose stripes … the livery looks much like the 1980’s Cartier Railway livery. On June 16th RS18u 1821 departed Arvida on CN 369 to Chambord destined for Garneau Yard.  As well, the other baggage car (ex-Amtak) and coach (ex-Virginia Ry), which had been stored in Arvida were forwarded to Jonquiere with an RS switcher, and are now with CROI at the North side of the car shop The photo was posted by mel32, a member of "Quebec Train.com",  from Chicoutimi, QC.
rs181821ronaldpelletier
QGRY SD40-3 3325 (Ex-WC) arrived in Joffre yard June 3rd on CN 402 the third of three repainted QGRY locos that arrived this spring in Quebec City.  QGRY 3325, 3326, 3327 are destined to the Bloom Lake Mines up in Labrador. Soon after release from the NRE Shop in Paducah, Kentucky, Richard Marchi caught freshly painted QGRY 3325 and 3327 in Montreal on March 20th.   As well, QGRY SD40-3 6057 is destined to the Bloom Lake Mine, but is not repainted in G$W corporate colors. 
http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2454904
http://www.rrpicturearchives.net/showPicture.aspx?id=2454924
Roberval & Saguenay GP38-2 #63 was spotted going West through Belville, Ontario on CN 369 June 2nd, likely destined to NRE Capreol for repairs. 
CFL (Chemin de Fer Lanaudière/Lanaudiere Railway) RS18-3a 3000, is seen  on the St-Gabriel branch, just pass the north siding at Joliette enroute for the interchange with Quebec-Gatineau Ry at Joliette, Qc on june 14 2011. 3000 is 1957 built-MLW ex CP 8734, chop nosed at Montreal Angus shop in 1989 and renumbered 1864. In 1998, it was sold to the New Brunswck East Coast Ry and rebuilt by IRSI in Moncton, NB to Dash-3 standards. In earkly 2008 CFL began searching for a more powerful locomotive (They own a S13m) and in 2009 purchased ERS RS18-3a 3000 from Eastern Rail Services. (Photo by Lorence Toutant).
e was sold to New Brunswick East Coast Ry until rebuilt to -3 standard by IRSI in Moncton in 2004. Early in 2008, CFL began searching for a more powerful locomotive (CFL own also an ex CN S13u) and in 2009, they buy 3000 from Eastern Rail Services. Photo by Lorence Toutant
Porlier Express MP #100 is former CN GMD1m 1422  sporting her  new paint scheme at Arnaud Junction, QC in June.  The second shot shows her former CN paint scheme at the Port of Sept-Iles where she is assigned, taken a few years back also by Bertrand Lebel. (via Michel Daoust). 
Quebecbertrandlebel

EASTERN: 

Cliff Holder clicked some of the CBNS power parked in front of their office in Stellarton, NS.,on June 5th.  LLPX GP38-2 2269, LLPX GP15-1 1504 (local switch power) and  (ex-BN) HLCX SD40-2 8151, CEFX GP20D 2006, and HLCX SD40-2 7869 (assigned road power).
cbnscliffordholder

The first week of June New Brunswick Southern (NBSR) SW1200 3702 was at the ex-CN Island Yard Shop in Saint John, NB for a paint job and upgrades to the cab interior. (NBSR took over Island Yard operation from CN about 10-years ago),  The first two of four HELM ex-UP units (HLCX GP38-3 906, 909, 913, 917) at Metro East Industries (MEI) in East St. Louis, Illinois should be ready to travel in June with the other two to follow a few weeks later.  These are expected to be fully painted in NBSR livery and will be rotated between yard and mainline jobs and also used on the new Maine Northern Railway Company. Three CN GP9RM’s have been leased for some time to NBSR and have often been assigned to yard jobs during this interim.  CN rotates the GP9RM’s on lease to NBSR but 4102, 7000, 7010, 7060 have all been on the property recently and sometimes go "on the road" to McAdam, NB but are not allowed to cross the border into Maine. 
NBSR GP38-2 9801 was rebuilt from a GP35 in 1998, and has been in service on NBSR for many years.  In early June it was relettered for the Maine Northern Railway Company as MNR 9801.  MNR 9801 arrived in Maine June 13th with 2317 and 2319 to be the starting power for the Maine Northern Railway. The westbound had six units including 2317 and 2319 which are to remain in Maine.  MNR 9801 was photographed in the MNR livery on June 13th.  

http://blog.traingeek.ca/2011/06/maine-northern-9801.html
June 15th, 2011 was the start up date for the new rail line in Maine, with the official name the “Maine Northern Railway Company.  Another name that had been considered was the Aroostook Valley railway, but decided on the Maine Northern Railway Company.  Train schedules on the NBSR Maine line will change as everything gets sorted out and settled. NBSR have acquired trackage rights over the Montreal Maine & Atlantic Railway between Millinocket and Brownville Junction (so NBSR can connect its two properties in Maine) and between the end of the MNRC and St. Leonard, NB to interchange with CN's Napadogan. 

Hi Bill , some late breaking news lol the hlcx 909 isnt coming its being swapped instead for the hlcx 911
CRO MONTHLY PHOTO CONTEST

. 
MODELLER'S CORNER

(Edited by Mike Pebesma)

My friend Paul Trudel and I are both fans of CP RAIL in the 1070’s.  Paul is constructing his CP Trois Rivieres Subdivision layout circa late 1970’s … Even with no scenery yet this super elevated curve will be a great photo location to shoot CP RAIL MLWS and green newsprint box cars !!!  Multiple shots on this link:  

http://gumpaul.quebectrain.com/will/
Mike Zollitsch has been busy again with these beauties ready for the paint shop:  

We have two Athearn SW1500s, formerly SPSF, now detailed for South Buffalo 5 and 6 and will be painted in Buffalo & Pittsburgh (G&W) orange,and numbered 1511 and 1512.  Don't cry too much though, he'll still have five SB units on the layout--ex-RF&P 4 and 7, ex-C&I 19 and 20, and SB 103. These ex-SP units are just too neat looking not to do, and once I saw Athearn’s newly retooled SP SW1500s, he couldn't resist! 

Not only that, but he'll be painting up my Buffalo Southern "RS-11" 5010 in green and yellow soon superdetailed and ready to go. OK you purists, its actually an RS36 model. He is taking artistic license with this unit, because he didn't want to go and splice an RS-11 long hood on this unit to make it entirely correct. So much for my rivet counting. Either way, it should look decent when its done... and it'll look great working with my ex-NYSW C420 2010. 

So there you go... three units that will look entirely at home below Tifft Street in Buffalo, NY on my eventual railroad. 

Modelmikezollitsch
Examples of CANADIAN NATIONAL RAILWAY 40 AND 50 FOOT SMOOTH-SIDE BOX CARS WITH THEIR ROOFWALKS BEGINNING TO REMOVED AND IN CN PAINT SCHEMES FROM THE 1960’s.  (Jim Parker photos).
boxcarsjimparker

CANADIAN RAILWAY HISTORY

On June 29th, 1968 at Michel, BC Doug Wingfield caught CPR H Liners 8727 and 8724 are shown meeting with crew out for the roll by inspection.  This siding is still there today but everything else including the town, hotel, station and the CLC H16-44’s are gone. The towns of Michel and Natal were moved in the 1970's two miles west to Sparwood to be closer to the coal that is still mined today. 
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=365905&nseq=61
One of only three existing GMD-built GMDH1 type engines loads a sulphur train at the end of CN's Sangudo Sub at Kaybob, (Fox Creek, AB.).  Now owned by SemCAMS, this former GMD demonstrator #800 is one of two left operating GMDH1's, with the other in Pakistan and the other in a museum.  Tim Stevens photo was taken November 8th 2010. 
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=344913
Vern Richardson has kindly offered to submit CPR Steam Locomotive Data scans from his collection on a regular basis for our CRO Canadian Railway History section.  As we have many readers fond of CPR steam, here are this months offerings:       

Scansvernrichardson

EXPORAIL (CRHA):
Most Montreal Railfans likely know this track schematic by heart!  The Wellington control tower was shut down in 2000 after 57 years of service, its control panel was saved by Exporail and mounted on a display this year for all to see. The single console used to control 57 switches, 64 cross-overs and 197 signals spread out 10 miles around the Montreal region. On June 10th Marc Caya took this photo at ExpoRail. 
http://www.railpictures.net/viewphoto.php?id=365693
Alberta 
Big, sleek and beautiful, Ex-Canadian National Railways 4-8-2 Mountain-class #6060 operates in the summer from Stettler to Big Valley, Alberta with several trips during July and August.  Ues a far cry from strutting here stuff on high speed passenger trains on the Montreal-Toronto Mainline in the 1950’s, but still wondrous to see nevertheless! (Thanks to Cor van Steenis)
TRHA: 

WCRA:
YDHR
www.ydhr.ca
Add your HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION or GROUP:
If you are a member of a Museum, Tourist Railway, or Historical Group and have news and photos you would like to post in our CANADIAN RAILWAY HISTORY column, you may contact the Editor.  The information must be approved and authorized to post, and be pertinent and of interest to our readers. All posts must follow our CRO Submission Guidelines, located on our home page. 

http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/
Contact William Baird:  editor@canadianrailwayobservations.com
SOUTH OF THE BORDER

Mike Garza captured these two colorful switchers June 6th:  NCLX MP2000D #2003 for Nova Chemicals also passed through CN Woodcrest and recently delivered IHB #2141, the first of four 3GS21B gensets ordered from NRE, was spotted at Blue Island Yard in Riverdale, IL.

gensetsmikegarza

Joe Ferguson photographed EVWR 3835 with former IC 6128 and former CN 4111 (now lettered MALX for Mid-America Locomotive-Evansville, IN) in consist.  EVWR is using these as lease power  … EVWR 3835 Mount Vernon, IL June 6th.

Evwr3835joeferguson

Steel wheels flanges squeal out in the darkness, the sound of idling EMDs, and headlight glow lights up the area behind the stone hardware store at the end of the trestle as K790 crosses the Potomac CSXT 2717 emerges at a walking pace from behind the hardware store, idling into position in this beautiful scene by Gary Knapp.  Shot on April 27, 2011 at 05:25 with the 5D and Zeiss ZF 35/2 lens set at f2.

Csxgaryknapp

Brandon Warnick clicked one of the newly redone CSX SD40E’s in early June.  CSX SD40E 4008 sits at the TRRA yard in Madison Illinois. 
csx4008brandonwarnick
In June, the ALCO Historical & Technical Society (AHTS)  announced the establishment of the American Locomotive Company Heritage Museum. The museum is located at 1910 Maxon Rd in Schenectady, NY. The 18,000sq ft museum began moving in artifacts on June 1, 2011. Initially, the planned major showpieces of the museum will be two electric locomotives built by ALCO and GE in  Schenectady during the early years of the 20th Century for the New York Central Railroad and a steam locomotive built by ALCO in the latter part of 1946.

In addition to a number of other steam and diesel locomotives, several World War II and Korean War era Army tanks  will also find a home at the museum. These will be just the first of vintage Schenectady-built products to be welcomed back home. There will be numerous interactive, static, and operational exhibits depicting various ALCO memorabilia, as well as an area devoted to the education of children in the field of science. An operational model railroad layout of 14 ft x 40 ft dimensions and featured in Model Railroader Magazine will be installed in the museum for the additional enjoyment of visitors. An outdoor covered railroad display area will be located near the mainline of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and there will, of course, be a gift and hobby shop. The S/L/A/M Collaborative is providing the architectural design of the project. Their web site is http://www.slamcoll.com.  

The grand opening is planned for the Spring of 2012. We encourage current and prospective members of the AHTS to join us in our many projects to bring this museum to reality so that one of America's greatest industrial giants, headquartered for more than 100 years in Schenectady, may receive its fitting recognition. The ALCO Historical & Technical Society is a registered 501c3 Charitable Organization, and it seeks grants and donations to support this ambitious project. For further information, please see our Website at ahts.org.
EJ&E VIGNETTE:  
My friend Kevin Piper submitted this sharp photo of  EJ&E 654 East meeting 662 West near Frankfort, Illinois, on 1-30-1990. 

Eje654kevinpiper
BNSF  VIGNETTES:  

Warren Calloway took this great shot of BNSF 9355 AT LOGAN, WO in  OCT 2007

Bnsf9355warrencalloway

When Kevin Piper was a teenager, he was a certified Burlington Northern nut, and kept a very close eye on the BN coal train activity in Joliet, Illinois. In the early 1970's, many of the Commonwealth Edison trains there drew 3-unit sets of GE U25/28C's. Kevin saw many still in CB&Q and NP colors, but never got a good photo. As new BN EMD SD40-2's and GE U30C's arrived, the older, and now mostly green U25/28's became very scarce in Joliet. This was his last photo of a U25C leading a BN train on the line. BN U25C 5635 (ex-CB&Q 555) is heading back to Eola on the EJ&E/ICG connection near Collins Street. 7-7-76.   

Brn5635kevinpiper
ON THE ROAD

LETTERS: 

Hi William,

I'm a researcher on the TV show Canadian Pickers on History Television, and we just made a rather extraordinary buy of an old train bell in St. Thomas On. I'm looking for someone who can help us with the valuation of the bell, but more importantly, someone who can decode the stamp on its inside and tell us a bit more about its history.  Do you, or does anyone at your CRO magazine know of such an historian/appraiser?

Any help you can provide is greatly appreciated!

Thanks very much, 

Shayla Howell 

Researcher l Canadian Pickers 

(416) 504-7317
( Shayla has now surmizedthis may be  a Grand Trunk bell – Ed) 

From the Editor: 
Hi all,   
Two weeks ago Walter and I agreed to eliminate the CRO CLASSIFIED SECTION in July. While it could have worked, it received little interest or activity from our readers. It is unclear why, but few of you visisted the page amd even fewer posted items for sale or trade.  Therefore, CRO is now offering our readers the opportunity to sell model railroad or memorabilia items on our CRO FB page.  All we ask is that you communicate this with the CRO FB administrators first, or you can email me.  We would appreciate a $10 dollar donation for any FB posts for items for sale.  CRO Editor:

editor@canadianrailwayobservations.com
J-P Cadieux sent me these youtube videos of the CN Point St-Charles Shop during and OVAR visit in 1978.  The good old days when the PSC Shop was a beehive of activity in Montreal.   
A locomotive packed panorama outside the PCS Shop with GMD1m’s, M630’s, M420W’s, and retired GP9’s, C424’s, SW1200RS’s, FP9A’s, and even an NAR GP9 and the two ex-BN F45’s purtchased by CN in 1977.    Heavyweight CN Commuter cars and more!  Enjoy! 
http://www.youtube.com/user/CNLVN#p/u/0/4mg9tpk27yc
The Locomotive heavy repairs Shop:

http://www.youtube.com/user/CNLVN#p/u/1/0Ty26YaF5RU
The Wheel Shop:   

http://www.youtube.com/user/CNLVN#p/u/2/DDuFYrA_vlI
End of the line?  - Inside the CN Viaduct south of VIA Central Station, is one of the largest opertaing model railways in North America that  train enthusiasts have spent 38 years building an maintaining this 1,493-metre masterpiece.  And it's about to be detroyed.

The reason for the imminent dismantling is not without irony: the make-believe trains are about to be forced away by a real train company, dealing with real-life issues like rising property costs.  Canadian National owns the 9,000-square-foot warehouse space and wants to lease it out at a higher rent, starting next year. It warned the model-train association five years ago that its time was up.

As a result, opportunities for members of the general public to see the project are about to run out. Twice a year, visitors have been allowed in to see the display as it's grown with time.  One final open house is expected to be held this October, at which point the last train will pull into the station.  The layout will be stripped and then cut up.  With no location to move to at present and with the few remaining menbers mostly in the 60’s and 70’s… this may be the end of the 50 year old Canada Central Montreal model railway club.   

NEW …. SUBSCRIBE TO CRO:  



We encourage our readers to subscribe to CRO. It is FREE, fast and easy!  Simply click here:  

Please inform us of e-mail address change, or to cancel the announcement mailings.  

CRO Facebook is a vehicle for our readers to view CRO news updates, daily news photos and Vignettes from years past.  As well our readers are invited to post their own railway photos for all to see.  
Our CRO FACEBOOK posting guidelines are simple:  

The photo posted must be of interest to our readers.

The photo must include a caption with  Date, Location, Loco Number and any pertinent info. (If Known try to include The Train #, Loco Model,  direction, and the Subdivision as well)  

If the photo is not your own, you must have permission to post it by the photographer. 

Only three photos may be posted in a row to allow others to share as well.
CRO Administrators may delete any photo that does not comply with our guidelines, and we will delete and block any posts that contain offensive language or images.  

Our thanks to all our website readers and our new FB Fans!  

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SUBMIT A SPECIAL REPORT, OR JOIN THE CRO NEWS TEAM?    CRO is seeking potential columnists for our news pages.  We are always unterested in your ideas for new  SPECIAL REPORTS, simply contant us with your what you would like to submit.  Out guidelines are on the home page and please check out our ARCHIVES page for previous Special Reports we have published. 

We look forward to hearing from you,

William Baird – CRO Editor:

editor@canadianrailwayobservations.com
     Please help keep CRO “Free!”
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/2011/mar11/crohat.htm
Thank you to all of our readers who kindly offered donations in May and June allowing another month for all of our readers to enjoy CRO for Free. Please note:  All large donations receive CRO gift packages.  
THANK YOU:

Cameron Applegath, Guy-Pascal Arcouette, Kevin Babcock, William Beecher Jr., Michael Berry, Gord Billinghurst, Maxime Boule, Steve Boyko, J-P Cadieux, Ron Cady, Guilio Capuano, Andy Cassidy, Bruce Chapman,  Daniel Dell’Unto, Michel Daoust, Joe Ferguson, Mike Garza, Sean Graham-White, Tim Hayman, Clifford Holder, Hunter Holmes, David R. Howard, Kim Kafura, Ken Lanovich, Bertrand Lebel, Bryce Lee, Louis Létourneau, Roman Litarchuk, Don McQueen (Froth),  Bruce Mercer, Jeremy Mobile (WCRA), Jody Moore (Green Locomotive News), Terry Muirhead, Peter Murphy (CRHA), Jason Noe (Railpace), Ronald Pelletier, Mark Perry, Donna Peters, Walter Pfefferle, John Read “GR17f”, Vern Richardson, Earl Roberts (Branchline), George Redmond, Bill Sanderson, Wayne D. Shaw, Avrom Shtern, Hugues St. Pierre, Wilco van Schoonhoven, Cor van Steenis, Aleks Stefanovic, Lorence Toutant, Jean-François Turcotte, Ron Visockis, Ed Weisensel, Chris Wilson, Dave Woodall, the Bridge Line Historical Society, and the Canadian Trackside Guide. Merci a Mike, James, John, Michel, Tony, Denis, Mohammed et tous mes amis a la St-Luc Diesel Shop. 
GOT AN OBSERVATION?

New issues of CRO are posted each month on our website. News stories pertaining to Canadian railways, photos, comments, favourite links, and questions are always welcome. Please send us your photos, newsworthy sightings and railway stories and if used, will be placed in the CRO newsletter.  Please indicate if you wish your name to be withheld. If your own website pertains to Canadian railways, please contact us. 
SUBMITTING PHOTOS TO CRO:  

We encourage our readers to forward current pertinent news photos, and historical material. Include text with loco #’s, train # or direction, date. IMPORTANT: Please read our guidelines below.

CRO PHOTO SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:  
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/photosubmission.htm
Canadian Railway Observations (CRO) is also on FACEBOOK.  Our CRO June issue is on line for FREE download at: 
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/
WILL REMOVE
Our JULY 2011 issue will be posted on CANADA DAY - JULY 1st and our subscribers will of course have it one day earlier   Please view the current  June issue of CRO with FREE DOWNLOAD on–line:

 http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/
SUBSCRIBE FREE HERE: 

http://cro.hosted.phplist.com/lists/?p=subscribe
Contact William Baird:  editor@canadianrailwayobservations.com
http://www.canadianrailwayobservations.com/
DJ WILL CHASE

http://www.legatoschaseproductions.ca/
A great “MEET” with an eclectic group of engines: A B&LE SD45T-2, and two Black IC SD40-2's meet A DM&IR SD38-2, B&LE SD45T-2 and a GTW GP38-2 at Iron Jct. Iron Minn 1/27/2011... Wm Beecher Jr. photo.






